A Continuance of “Macedonian Call”

o be carnally minded is death, but to be
SPIRITUALLY minded is life and peace.
—Ronmns 8:6

Walk worthy of the vocation (calling)
wherewith ye are CALLED.
—Ephesians 4:1
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Not Looking Far Enough Ahead

IN SPRING the farmer looks forward by faith to har-
vest, and prepares by plowing and sowing and reaping.
The young man looks forward to life and its responsibili-
ties, and prepares by learning a trade and trying to save
something for a home. In summer we look forward to
winter, and lay in wood or coal, or the money which will
buy such or gax or oil. In the prime of life, we look for-
ward to old age and tey to pre But, how few there
are who. prepare for the time nn old age will end, and
prepare for events hehind the curtain of death,

A pious professor once had a young, ambitious man in
his elass. Talking to him privately he asked him a few
questions about like these:

Professor—I sce that you are very diligent in your
studies; now would you mind telling me what your aims
are?

Young Man—Not at all. My ambition is to go through
this college, and stand at the head of the class if possible.

P.—What do you propose then?

Y. M.—I expect to practice law, and if possible rise to
the top of the profession,

P.—And then your plans?

Y. M.—I hope to lay up enough money to teavel much
and see the world, and thus help my edueation,

P.—What will you then do?

Y. M.—Well, I suppose 1 will grow old, and 1 hope to
begin life at 60, so that 1 can really enjoy it. .

P.—And then what? '

Y. M.—Well—1 suppose | shall die, satid the young man,

Said the professor in solemnity—And then what?

But the young man, like millions, had not been thinking
of that—was not looking far enough ahead.

WHAT THEN?
When all the yreal planls of our eities
Have turned aul theiy st finished work,
When merchants have sold theiy lnst sili,
And dismissed the last tired cleck :
When buanks hieve yaked in their st dollar,
dndd _paid oul the st dividend
When ihe Judge of the earth s
“CLOSE FOR THE NIGHT!
o And asks for o batanee—=WH AT THEN?

When the choir has siung ils last anlthem,
And the preacher has made his lasl prayer:
When the people have heard their last sermon,
And the sound has died ond on the air:
When the Bible lies closed on the alinr
And the pews are all emply of mien,
And ewch one slands fucing his record,

nd the Great Book is opened—WHAT THEN?

When the uctors have plaged Hieiy tast deama,
Aud the wiimiv has made his last fun,
When tie film hos Hashed s lasl piclure,
And the billboerd displaged ils st run:
Whew the crowds seeking pleasure hree nuuxhul
And gone oul Tn the darkness again,
When the frampel of ages ix saundeld,
A e stand wp before Him—WHAT THEN !

When the hugle's enll sinks intn silewre,
And the Tong marvehing eobemns stund shill,
When the eaplain vepeals his st arders,
And they've eapluved the last fort and st hill-
And the flag hes heen huanled _fmm the masthead,
And the wounded afield ave checled in,
AND L WORLD THAT RETECTED TS SAVIOR,
Is asked for a reason—WIHAT THEN?

Extracts from II Timothy
(Devilized Version)

Chapter One

Verses T and 2—DPaul, an apostle of Jesus Christ, by the
will of God, to Timothy, my glearly beloved son.

3—1 ecall to remembrance the feigned faith that is in
thee, which dwelt fiest in thy pipe-smoking grandmother
Lois, and thy cigavette-smoking mother, Eunice.

+—Wherefore | put thee in remembrance that thou stiv-
up the animal that is in thee, -

13-—Hold fast the form of high-sounding words that
thou mayest be noted for thy much speaking,

15—This thou knowest, that all they which are in Asia
be turned toward me: of whom are Phygellus and 1ler-
mogenes, and Mr. and Mrs. World, and My, and Mes,
Backslider.

16—The Liord have pity on the honse of {hesiphorus
who devoted xo mueh of their time to charity work.

Chapter Two

1—Thoun therefore my son, be strong in all the arts
which will make thee popular with the world.

2 And the things which thop hast learned of the world,
the same commit to thy children and to the men of the
world, thut thou mayest be able to teach others alzo the
ways of the world, the Hesh and theslevil,

Thou t\urvtnro enjoy pleasure as a good soldier of

'hh Majesty, Ii\wl/obub

4—No man that warreth for the (h‘\l| entangleth him-
self with the things of religion,

14+—Of these things put them in wlm-mhrum e, charging
them before the devil, that they strive about words to no
profit. '

15—Ntudy 1o show thyself approved unto Lucifer, a
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workman that needeth not be ashamed, ruthlessly divid-
ing churches and nations and families.

16—Swallow profane and-vain babblings, and they will

- increase unto more unhappiness.

22 _Follow after youthful lusts, but flee from righteous-
ness, faith, charity, peace, with them that call on the
Lord out of a pure heart,

.23—But foolish and unlearned questions absorb, know-

-in.g that they stir np strifes,

i

24—And the servant of Satan must strive in order to
aceomplish the most for his Majesty.

Chapter Three

1—This know also that in the last days hilarious times
shall come.

2—For men shall be lovers of their own selves, covetous,
boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobeclient to parents, un-
thankful, unholy. ,

3—Without natural affection, thinking more of a dog
or cat than a baby, trucebreakers, false accusers, inconti-
nent, flerce, despisers of those that are good.

4—"Traitors, heady, highminded, lovers of pleasures
more than lovers of God—with such associate thyself, and
be one of them,

10—But thou hast fully known my doetrine, manner of
life, purpose, faith, longsuffering, charity, patience,

11—Persecutions, afflietiony, which came unto me at
Antioch, at Iconium, at Lystra; what persccutions | re-
fused to endure with patience, and out of them all the
Lord did not deliver me,

12—Yea, all that will live godly in Christ Jesus must
walk hand in hand with the world, to enjoy life,

13—But evil men and seducers shall grow smaller and
smaller in number, till soon all the world will be righteous
and be saved.

14—So0 continue thou in the things which thouw hast
learned of the world.

15—And that from a child thou hast known the comies,
and cards, and dances, and movies, and races, and games,
which are able to make thee wise unto things of the
world which in the end will profit thee nothing.

Chapter Four

1—I charge thee therefore before God and his Majesty,
the Devil,

2—Preach on some popular themes of the day, some
philosophy of man instead of the Word of God. Be urgent
for fun, in seanon, out of season. Never reprove or rebuke
for that might make some one angry.

3—For the time will come when they. will endure only
high-sounding doctrine, and after their own lusts shall
they heap to themselves teachers, having jtching ears.

4—And they shall turn their ears from the truth, and
shall be turned unto fables which will entertain them.

5——But watch thou in all things, enjoy pleasures, do the
work of a seller of souls.

10—Demas hath forsaken me, having loved this present
world, thereby showing good sense.

16—At my first defense all men stood with me, not-
withstanding the Lord stood against me.

.18—The Lord shall stand against every work of mine,
and I fear will not preserve me unto his heavenly king-
dom, and now is my time and | am going to work while
1 can, to take as many with me as I can to hell.

"19—The Lord S8atan be with thy soul. Disgrace be with
thee forever. Amen.
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Training Our Children

Train up a child in the way he should go: and when
he is old, he will not depart from it. Prov. 22:6.

Thus wrote Solomon, that wisest of kings and men, who
was especially endowed with wisdom by God.

Many years ago | heard it said that a Catholic priest
made this statement, “Give me a child until he is seven
vears old and I don’t eare what you do with him after-
wards,” This illustrates the importance which he placed
upon the early training of children. Training which must
he done by the parents bi the home, for at seven years of
age the child has only just begun to attend school and
ix barely able to read, vet this priest said that the train-
ing that he would give the child, would be so thorough
that by that time the lessons would be so fixed in his
mind that his whole life would be influenced and guided
by them,

How many parvents in the c¢hurch today are so training
their childrep in the way of the Lord, that no other
influences will be able to turn them from serving the
Lord? ‘

[Paul in writing to the Ephexians admonishes the fathers
to bring their children up in the nurture and admonition
of the Lord. Eph. 6:4.

This ix 8 command of Paul to all Christian fathers and

- mothers, and the responsibility for teaching their children

the importance of obeying (od rests entirely upon them.

Yet we see many neglecting and shunning that respons-
ibility, allowing their children to go through those first
seven years. which are the most impressionable, with
searcely any intensive training, excusing it by saying. .
that they are too young to understand, hoping that later
by sending them to “Sunday School” they will there
learn how to live a godly life. Whereas the “Sunday
school” teacher exerts his influence on the ¢hild but one
hour of one day in the week, while the parents’ influence
is over him twenty-four hours a day, seven days a week.

But Solomon said train him when he is young; and the
Catholic priest mentioned above, only wanted the first
seven years. Let us look in the seriptures and see what
God’s plan was with the Children of Israel. Moses in
rchearsing the law to Israel, said this: And thou shalt
love the Lord thy (lod with all thine heart, and with all
thy soul, and with all thy might. And these words, which
I command thee this day, shall be in thy heart: and thou
shalt teach them diligently to thy children, and shalt talk
of them when thou xittest in thine house, and when thou
walkest by the way. and when thou liest down, and when
thou risest up; and thou shalt bind them for a sign upon
thine hand, and they shall be as frontlets between thine
eyes. And thou shalt write them upon the posts of thine
house, and upon thy gates. Duet. 6:5-9.

This was God's plan for Israel to bring up their children
to serve him faithfully. And Paul tells us that these things
were for pxamples to us,

With this example before us, and Paul’s command to
bring our children up in the nurture and admonition of
the Lord, it behooves us to assume the full responsibility
of teaching our children the importance of wholehearted
ubedience to what God requires of us.

How shall we de this? What better way is there than
tu read to them each day some portion of the Bible and
exphain to them the plain, simple meaning of the lesson.

Too muany religions teachers have clothed the Rible
with a cloak of mystery and have drawn on their imagina-

_ tion to get a meaning out of it which is not there. Noth-

ing is farther from the truth, we-do not need a college
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education to understand what God wants of us; neither
do we need any great scholar to interpret it for us, for
tiod speaking through the prophet Isaiah, said that.the
way of holiness would be so plain that wayfaring men
though fools shall not err therein. Isaiah 35:8.

The most important lesson that can be impressed on the
voung is that God says what he means, and means what
he says.

There are numerous examples in the Ol Testament
where God promised to Pless the people it they obeyed
him, and when they disobeyed him he punished them.

Under the Gospel there are spiritual blessings promised
to us for obedience. Paul telis us that the wages of sin
is death, but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus
Christ our Lord.

So let us give all diligence to teach this to aur children
while they are young, that they may carry the lesson with
them throughout their life.

Let us not shirk this our greatest responsibility.

: —Fred D. Weed,

- .
Decision
We sometime wonder why so many people, when some

question comes up in the Church, instead of consulting
the word of God as revealed to us in the Bible, too often

sny: “Why not ask Blank, or we will write to Blink, or

we will find out what Blink Blank thinks about it.”

Too many people are following aftor
men.

When we consult men for our instruetion in the way of
life, our faith will be in men: but il we tarn to the serip-
tures for our instructions and follow them, then it will
follow that our faith will be in Christ and not in man,

‘But if we follow the teachings of man our faith being
i man, we are guilty of sin, for whatsoever is not of faith
is win, and faith in Christ comes by hearing, not the words
of man, but the word of Godl.

The New Testament is. our standard of authority, and
we are commanded to study, that we may have the neees-
sary knowledge, to order our own lives aright. It is the
deeigion, that each of us, as individoals, make, that will
determine our eternal destinatioh.

The Chureh, ax also the world, is filled with wmen of no
decision, and those without convictions are rushing on
toward the destruction of their gouls. Why this terrible
condition? Beeause men are depending upon man to do
the deciding for them, and to tell them what they muxt
do in order to obtain eternal salvation, not interested
enough to seareh the seriptures in order to find out what
to do.

Whose faith are we following? If we get our instrue-
tions from the Apostle of Christ, our faith will be in
Christ and whatsoever we do in obedienve to Christ will
be approved of (iod. DBut if we accept the opinions of
men and follow them, our faith will be in men ‘and we
will be eondemned.

Let us search the seriptures and make our own deei-
sions, If we do not follow our own decisions there is not
any hope for us. Think on these things, Are yon adlowing
someone else to make your decisions or avre yon studying
God’s word to flud out what you must do in order to
inherit eternal life? —(C. D. MeCay.

the opinions of

_he was born.
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The Prophet Who Wept Alone

A woman of the world wrote:

Laugh, and the world laughs with you;
Weep, and you weep alone;

This sad earth must borrow its mirth.
1t has trouble enough of its own,.

There was a prophet in the olden days whose voice was
choked in weeping—and he wept alone. Like Cassandra,
the fabled seeress of Troy, who in the midst of the doomed
vity's foolish revelings had a premonition of the impend-
ing destruction, and. crazed in her agony of love and
fear for her people, warned and pleaded—so, only much
more, and for a much longer time, did this one warn and
suffer—Jeremialh, the prophet of tears, doom, and failure.
1f it takes a brave man to stand up and succeed for the
Lord, it must be a braver still who will stand and hold
his ground to fail for the Lord. It was to such a life task
that God ecalled this faithful servant.

It was Jeremiah’s fate to be ignored, and “despised and
rejected of men, a man of sorrow and aequainted with
grief,” and they hid thejr fuces from him. Had he laughed.
the world would have laughed with him. lad he eried
“Peace, peace,” with the Hananiahs (Jer, 38), and curried
fuvor with such pillars as Pashhur (Jer. 20), he could
have had applause. As it was, he was rejected.

D. [.. Moody used to say to his students: “If you do
preach about hell, do it with tears in your eyes.” Moody
was right. A man can tell the truth about man's perdition
in such a way as to harden, embitter, drive away sinners,
not with the truth (which wounld be well), but as God
il not intend. . remember a remark 1 heard made in
an out-of-the-way-place concerning 4 preacher who had
been there, “Brother So and So showed us that we were
all going to hell,” they said, “and it seeméed to do him so
mueh good to let us know.” That wax a testimony. to a
preacher of the gospel! :

Now God has a heavy, heavy message to send to His
praple, and He picked Him a man to carry it—not a stern
man, of hard rectitude and cold” righteousness, such as
men would probably have seleeted, but a man with a heart
ax tender and pitiful as a mother’s toward her suffering
ehild, yet no less strong than the roughest warrior. He
las been called “the prophet with the bleeding heart and
the iron will.” 1le-was so constituted fhat to do his God-
appointed work cost him the keenest anguish of heart;
and at times his lot seemed so bitter to him that his soul
found vent only in the bitterest words in which Job gave
expression to his misery, and he cursed the day in which
But forbear his preaching he eould net,
desert his post hie could not, nor medify his terrible mes-
sage il warning to please the popular car,

Often we find ineidental reference to the breaking of
his heart: and, as in the Lord Jesus' burning denuncia-
tion of the seribes and Pharisees (Matt. 23), his scathing
words die out in & wail of sympathy and sorrow, as a
mother's wail for a lost child. “My anguish, my anguish,”
he cries out in the midst of his discourse, (Jer. 4:19).
lle alternates. his ficreest denunciationg with- tenderest
pleading and piayer to God on behalf of the very people
whom he denounees - -only to meet with God’s dolermnml
refusal to heur the intercession. “0) that my head were
waters, and mine eyes a fountain of tears, that | might
weep day and mgln for the slain of the danghter of my
people!” (9:1) My soul shall weep in sceret for your
pride; and mine eye shall weep sore, and run down with
tears, because Jehoval’s flock is taken captive.” (13:17.)
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“Mine eves do fll with tears, my heart is troubled.” I
am the man that hath seen affliction by the rod of His
wrath.” For though righteous himself, with his doumed
and sinful people lay his work .and interest, and with
them and for them he suffered. Such was the man upon
whose lips our God laid the message of warning and
wrath -in a time of great crisis.

Other preachers and prophets have had some earthly
compensation for the severity of their tusks. The stormy
days of persecution alternated with bright and tranquil
times of peace, But Jeremiah knew no discharge from
his warfare. Others had more or less suecess; but if
Jeremiah’s life was gladdened by any noticeable success,
the hook fails to show it. “Neither Moses nor Joshua nor
Samuel nor Elijah nor Paul was ever subjeeted to a tithe
of what Jeremiah endured. Ax a sufferer, he stands next
to the Lord himself.” “In his presence,” writes Dr. Ballan-
tine (*Jeremiah, a Character Study”), “the hollowness
ol the popular tallacies which' pervade the literature of
- the day becomes more than ever apparent. llere are
someof them. First fallacy: That one should always look
on the bright side. Secowd fallacy: That all things are
for the best. Third fallaey: That truth is mighty and
will prevail. . .. Nixth fallacy : That if religion is rightly
presented, people will always welcome the preacher.”.

Jeremiah’s career demonstrates that a Uod-sent and
divinely equipped man may do God’s work in God’s power,
and lovingly and faithfulty, and yet fail absolutely. To
be sure, the day will come when God will show that such
a career, though so far as concerns the world only fruit-
lexs Jabor and defeat, was, after all, one continued and
unmitigated success and vietory unto God'and eternity.
But it takes men of faith to fill such a plage for the Lord.
We are needing them today—men of Jeremiali's type who
will stem the blatant, lying optimism of the time, unafraid
to point out the certain disuster and judgment that must
sooner or later full upon the workl and the easy-going
churchies, preachers who will call men to repentance and
proviaim their carnest message to the ears of men whether
they will hear or forbear.

*Nay, now—if the things thow yearnst to teach
Bear wisdom in thy judgment, rich and strong:
Uive voice to them, though no man heed thy speech,

Sinee right is right, though all the world go
wrong.” I
—Word & Work

Man.—Spend your time, talent and money as you
please; no use worryving about the next world.

God.—"C'ast ye the unprofitable servant into outer dark-
ness: there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth.”
(Matt. 25:30.) :
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“What Shall It Profit « Man K'—

A few, days ago a young man of Washington, D. C,
enclosed in a personal letter a mimeographed page con-
taining some startling information concerning a group of
eight of the most suecessful financiers in America twenty-
five years ago. It is interesting to note that this informa-
tion about men of wealth was collected by a millionaire
by the name of Lurie, from San Francisco,

We were interested to observe that the young business-
man who sent the. information added the footnote: “What

_ shall it profit a man if—1”

But here is the startling statement and tragic facts
prepared by the millionaire: )

In 1923, a group of the world’s mast successful finan-
ciers met at the Edgewater Beach Hotel in Chicago. Pres-
ent were:

The president of the largest independent steel company.
The president of the largest utility company.,
The greatest wheat speculator.
* The president of the New York Stoek Exchange.
A member of the President’s cabinet.
The greatest “bhear” in Wall Street,
The president of the Bank of International Settlements.
The head of the world’s greatest monopoly.

Collectively, these tycoons controlled more wealth than
there was in the United States Treasury, and for years
newspapers and magazines had been printing their success
stories and urging the youth of the nation to follow their
examples, Twenty-five years later, let's see what hap-
pened to these men : .

The president of the largest independent steel company,
Charles Schwab, lived on borrowed money the last five
years of his life, and died broke.

The president of the largest utility company, Samuel
Insull, died broke, and in semidisgrace.

The greatest wheat specflator, Arthur Cutten, died
ahroad, insolvent.

The president of the New York Stock Exchange, Rich-
ard Whitney, was recently released from Sing Sing.

The member of the President’s cabinet, Albert Fall, was
pardoned from prizon xo he could~die at home.

The greatest “bear” in Wall Street, Jease Livermore.
committed suieide, .
The president of the Bank of International Settlement,
Lieon Frazier, committed suicide, '

The head of the world’s greatest monapoly, Ivar Krue-
ger, committed suicide.

All of these men had leatned how to make money, but
not one of them had learned how to live,

“What shall it profit a man if he slall gain the whole
world, and lost his own soul?” (Matt. 8:36.)

—Baptist Standard
(The publisher of the S.C. thinks o would do

much good for every preacher, elder and other public
leacher read this article carefullylo congregalions. )

Man—All ix \vell—thel:e is no hell,

God.—(Jesus, referring to anything that may lead us
astray, says), “If thy hand offend there, cut it off; it
is better for thee to enter intn life maimed, than having
two hands to go into hell, into the fire that never shall be
quenched. Where their worm dieth not, and the fire is
not quenched.” (Mark 9:43.)
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Why Paul Was Grateful for the
Roman Brethren

One of the outstanding traits of Paul’s character was his
thankfulness. It is not possible to be a faithful Christian
in the absence of gratitude. In some respects, ingratitude.
is worse than revenge. Ingratitude is returning evil for
good ; revenge is returning evil for evil,

As 4 rule, the things for which one is grateful are the
things which he regards as of prime importance and value.
Paul often expressed his thankfulness for some commend-
able trait of character or for some worthy attainment in
the religious life of those addressed. He gave thanks for
Philemon (PPhile. 4) aid the Thessalontnnz (2 Thess, 1:3),
because their faith was growing and their love was
abounding. He was ever grateful to the Philippians for
their “fellowship in the furtherance of the gospel.” (Phil.
1:5.) The saints in the Imperial City furnished grounds
for thanksgiving, because their faith was “proclaimed
throughout the whole world.” (Rom. 1:3.)

It is significant that Paul did not thank God that the
church in Rome had been founded by Peter and presided
over by him as its first bishop. The fact ix, there is no
convineing evidenve that Peter was ever in Rome, to say
nothing of founding the church there. Besides, the
churches of New Testament times were not presided over
by the bishop, but rather were wnder the oversight of a
plurality of elders or bishops, (Acts 14:23; 20:24.) Peter
never deseribed himself as “the bishop,” but as “a fellow.
elder.” (1 Pet. 5:1.) Further, he was in Jerusalem at the
time he would have had to be in Rome, if he had been
bishop of the church there for twenty-five years, as the
Catholies falsely claim. If DPeter had established the
chureh in Rome and lived there, it is remarkable that
PPaul did not mention him in the Roman letter,

Moreover, Paul did not thank God for the political
influence the church in Rome had. He did not thank God
that it was the most strategically located of all the
churches. lle did not boast that it wax the largest or
wealthiest congregation in the brotherhooud, Nor did he
break into thanksgiving because thix congregation had
the largest and finest meotinghouse in the kingdom. The
faet ix that while a place of mecting was necessary for
# meeting, no emphasis, apart from an oceasional mention
uf the circumstance that the meeting was in an “upper
chamber” or elsewhere, was placed on the meetinghouse
in the New Testament.

Paul was grateful for the internal and spiritual rather
thun the outward and material. He was grateful for what
really counted in Christinnity. The faith of the Roman
brethren was such as to be spoken of favorably through
the empire. It was a distinet asset to the cause of Christ,
It was something that woulkl redound to the betterment
of men and the glory of Qod. lle thanked God fur the
things in the churches which would please the Lowd, not
for things which might merely tlatter the vanity and
pride of men.—Qospel Advocate,

Songs of Zion That We Won't
Sing in Glory
By E. Bdmunds

llow many of the Church’s familiar hymns will have

hecome obsolete when the Charch militant has entered

into glory as the Church triumphant!
“Rock of Agex” will no longer be sung, for there will
be no need of a double cure For sin. The saints will suffer
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no more from that or any other disease. The first verse
of “I lay my sing on Jesus” will be out of date for the
same reason, as well as the other verses. because God's
children will never again experience grief, burdens, vares,
sorrows, weariness and longings,

“Nearer, my God, te Thee” will be meaningless whers
God Himself is with His servants and where they see
His fuce. :

Pussibly some of the old Christmas hymns and carols

- will be sung, but no advent hymns. Whao would want to

sing of an absent, thowgh coming Lord. when lle has
returned and claimed His own?

Keeble's hywmn,

“New every wmoruning ix the love

Our awakening and uprising prove,”
will be entirely out of place, for there shall be no night
there. The sawme applies to all other worning and eve-
ning hymus, : '

Horatiuz Bonar's hymn “Thy way not mine, O Lord,”
and Charlotte Elliotts “My tiad. my Father, while [
stray,” with its refrain, “Thy will be done,” will be im-
possible to use when lis will and the singer’s ure aleewdy
one, even though Miss Elliott concluded her hymn with
the words, “I'll sing upon a happier shore, Thy will be
done.”

If the songs about heaven once sung on earth are re-
wembered at all, surely it will be with a quiet swiile at
their inadeguacey. '

What then will the glorified sing? Songs of praise!
The two new songs mentioned in Revelation § and 14 are
ascriptions of - praise to our blessed Lord and Saviour.
J. M. Sloan once said, “It is well to notice that when we
draw the closest to Gad, it ix not in the exercise of prayer
we do so, We draw nearer still in praise, for praise is the
eternal and supreme employment of the perfected in
heaven.” )

Lt is good to have rehearsals now. Let the bload-bought
and the Spirit-illed speak to themselves in psabus and
hymns and spivitual songs, stuging and making welody
in their hearts to the Lord, Let the redeemed of the Lord
say so, when they give thanks to the Lord, whose merey
ocndureth forever., .

Let the small singers also sing with glee. llow sweet
the praise of children was to Christ when He was on the
carth! He called it “perfected praise.™ When the little
voices, perhaps not all in tune, sing so lustily, “Praise
Him, Pruise Him, all ye little children! He is love! He is
love!™ to some ecars it xounds as though the singers and
their song belong to heaven already -—Moody Monthly,

“Its Quiet but Most Effective and
Inspiring Thoughta”

We recently received the following in a letter with
renewal: “We wish teo express our kind thoughts and
appreciation for the Spiritual Call you are publishing.
It= quiet bt most effective and inspiring thoughts ave a .
beacon light to thiz vast field of worldly nonseusiceal
tragsh kunown and appreciated as good business advertis.
ing. Never will the word of the Lord attract or dewmand
such tremendous consideration until Gabriel blows his
trumpet.” (Samuel 11, Valentine,)

We do appreciate thuse words, especially the ones we
have copied for our heading. The world estimates sue-
cess largely by crowds, noise, wmoney, ete, ote,, and the
“church™ is coming to do the same. A big, fine meeting
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house, a big preacher, artistic singing, large collections,
huge attendance (regardless of where the attendants go
Sunday afternoon or night, or Saturday night)—these
make up a successful church, is the idea. But the church

at Laodicea was rich and increased with goods and had -

need of nothing, yet was lukewarm and was to be cast
out of the mouth of the Savior. The church at Ephesus
had done well in keeping out false teachers and could
not bear them that were evil, but it had left its first love,
and must repent, or its candlestick would be removed.
The purpose of the Spiritual Call is to try to make
Christians in heart and life aa well as doctrine. The shell
will amount to nothing unless there is a good kernel
within. We are trying to do that without blare of trum-
pets, but by spreading of the simple truth of the gospel.
It will do no good to be born of the water, if we have not
indeed been begotten by the Spirit of God through the
gospel of Christ. And hence, as the brother says, we are
giving a quiet, and we hope a humble, presentation of
truth, and are glad he thinks it is “effective and inapir-
ing”. We wish to FILL it with such teaching, and put
the church news and particular discussions of church
government and discipline, in “Bulletins” which we send
out ahout every three months to members of the Church.
Thus the Spiritual Call is intended as a “missionary”
journal to non-members and to the unconverted, and
weak and wayward INSIDE the Church. The purpose
is to appeal to the heart largely. and the will, for these
are the powers which move us, Barnabas was so called
because it seems he was a good exhorter. We need
cxhortation and warning today in the midst of all the
worldliness and ungodliness among professed Christians,
The editor of thia paper thinks that unleas there is more
among Christians the churches will
all through the weight of their own corruption. There
are so many hypocrites among “Christians” that the world
stands off and critivizes and rightly so. We muat con-
stantly be on the alert lest we all be swallowed by the
world, the flesh and the devil, That is ohe reason we are
offering to send the paper to TEN NEW subseribers for
only FIVE dollars. Are- you interested in the saivation
of those around who are sinking down in sin?t

SOME CHURCH NRWS

EAST ALTON, ILL.—Denr Bro. S8ommer: We got home all
right from Unlonville, Mo,, and we sure did enjoy every moment
of it. We had wmeoting Saturday night and I talked for them.
There were 58 out Saturday night. Suuday morning Bro. John-
son and [ talked, and there were 80 out. There -were visitors
from Lemon, Worthington, Murtinstown, Kirkaville, all Mis.
nouri; anlzsa from Newton and Russell, lowu. 1 never met a finer
group than that at Unilonville, We had n safe trip. Due to
vucntion time there were 64 out Sunday wmorning at Wood River,
—Harold Ottwell (taken from a letter).

JERREYVILLE, MO.—Bro, . A. the church here ia getting
along fine. Lord's Day attendunce increasing. 32 out last Lord’s
Day with visitors presont, Intercat holding out good ut evening
acrvices.—Robert Shultz (from letter).

KRCOTLAND—Dear Mr. S8ommers: July 17, 1848, 1 thank you
that you alwaya remember some time to sond we a copy of your
“Kpiritual Call.” 1 enjoy reading it. 1 can’t say that exor anything
that it raya in far from the truth. Is thia not the only thing that
makea life worth living for—to serve “God and His Son Jeaua
Christ?” and try and keep their commundments. Mr. SBommer, it
maken me feel happy that people way ncrosa the ocenn are seeking
the truth, the happinesa and joy which is found in heaven.—James
Hughea, .

“IT I8 WRITTEN."—We are somctimes criticized for the fre.
quent wse of the Ilanguage, “Thua saith the Lord,” or “It is
written.” With me this lnnguage in significant, boyond my power

to deseribe. What man says may or may not be true, but when
the Lord speaks there iz no room for quibbling or doubt. I
am imclined to believe that the expressiom, “It la written,” la
used in the New Testament and recorded as having beem spoken
by the Bavior and his chosen and comwissioned ones more fre-
quently to the same mumber of words and semtonces than any
othor sentence in the book of God; and each time it ls repeated
intensifien its moaning and should cause us to counsider its im-
portance. “It is written” should be emough to settle forever

question relative to duty and destiny of man. And it is in
the written word that we have hope of heaven and eternal life
Seolng that we look and hope for such thin “What manner
of persons ought we to be in all holy conversation and godliness?”’
2 Pet. 3:11.14,—Nora L. Blankinship.

BROOKFIELD, MO.—July 12, 1848. Bro. D. A. Somwer was
with the church in Brookfield in an -eight day meeting ending
June 30th. As in the past I think the brethren enjoyed Bro,
Sommer's work, mllsln: the endurance and sacrifice he has
and still is making for the purity of the church. Brethren from
Unionville were with us for the all day meeting on Lord’s Day.
It was a pleasure to have them with us again. We love them
for their works sake. Bro. and Sister J, A, Collina were down
one night from Worthington. Bro. Collina made a very intereat.
ing dnd necessary talk., We believe him to be one of God’s
noblemen, Weo are having good attendance and intereat—house
almoat full last Lord’s Day; a number from Kansas atopped off
for worship; the week before brethren were present from Iowa.
Come again, brethrem, and may you be able to say it was good
to have been there. )iay God bless the faithful everywhere. Yours
In the faith. G. R. Blankinship.

UNIONVILLE, MO.—July 26, 1948. Dear Bro. Sommer: Bro-
H. L. Ottwell and Bro. Johnson of Illinois were here for that
time., Bro, Ottwell gave us a good lesson Baturday night and
on Bunday morning they both apoke. This was our first time to
meot these Brothers, eir wives and Bro. Ottwell'a son were
with them. The Brothers gave very good amd instructive talke
and we were much odified and encouraged by them. After the
morning servicea we all went to Brither L. E. Hodges for a
dinmer out in the shade in thé yard. The Blaters showed what
they could do in that line. We had people from Leomon, from
Martinstown and Worthington, besidea several from differemt
points in Iowa. Boon after the dimmer hour the Brothers started
to their homes, It was a wonderful meeting and we enjoyed
the fellowship with them and the oncouragement and imatrue-
tions they gave and hope to meet them again some time. We
are getting along nicely here. RBros. Hodges and Robinson are
capable leaders. Our attendance is good on Bunday morning;
not so good at the night meoting, We are inclosing you a check
for your use in any wnﬁ you need. We hope you are well and
enjoying health, ay God bless you and yours. We are
your Brother and Sister in Christ, Mr. and Mrs. W. R. Tade. -

BCOTLAND.—Dear Bro, Somumer: Many thanks for the copy
of the Spiritual Call whiech I received a fow d ago. e
contents aro splendid. -What the Tranalatora and Cummentators
sy la eormn[y according to the Greek words, which the im-
spired writers used, and are certainly opposed to certain exposi-
tronn on 1 Peter B:3—lording over God's heritage. All acholar
ship ia against getting rid of the common meaning.—George Allan:
(An old preacher of 81 years’ experience, who knows his Greek too).

WHAT BOME ARE THINKING ABOUT.—I am thankful
things are aa well an they are in these perilous times.—Indiana.
. .gluu leu.-"te a small donation to help in apreading the
truth which we helieve to be God’s word. It scemia so hard to
got people intorested, and since the Lord says in Esekiel 18:4, all
souls are his, we must try and win some. May God blesa the
effort,—Ilinole. . . . I like your }mper fine. Enclosed check for
my subacription. God bless you for your good work. I like my
Simplified Teatament fine which 1 ordered from you. And may

ou go on~cKansaa. . .. I think the July issue ia really flme.—
owa (7 names)., .. We recoived snmple copiea of the paper and like .
it hotter than any other papor.—-Ohio (sent § new mames) . ...
We have recelved good domations from Colorado; Missouri, Ilinoie
and two from Kansas, to help us put out this literature, and we
thank these ard all others who send contributions to help apread
the gospel. No religious paper pays for itsel? unless it has
advertizements. Can YOU send ten BW names to help save or
streagthen nouls; the wmefe $5 we ask deos mot pay for it alto-
gother, but we wish you to he a fellow. worker in this grand
work, . . . The Spiritual Call seema to get_better all the time.
I have also read the hooklet, “Ged’s Church ia Just,” which 1
think ean't be better. 1 am thankful for the brother by whom
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this booklet is made ible, and that he may live long with
good hoalth and a mind to keep telling and advocating the truth.
—Missouri. . . . Wo enjoyed the June issue of B, C, very much.
—Kansas. . . . Every one at the church hore wants to help you
all they can.—Wood Riyer, Ill. . . . The general reader, and eape-
cially the non-members, are not interested inm detalls of loeal
church affairs, and so an we have already put out five BULLETINS,
we shall try to put one out each quarter, on detailed matters in
which some will be interested.

CHARLESTON, ILL.—Closed a two weeka meeting with the
chureh at Lebanon, Ind. July 31st. No visible results, but the
brethren felt that the chureh was much strengthened, the intereat
wna very good and attendance increased until the last Lord’s Day
the house was filled to capacity. They have a nice congregation
with the attendance of 40 to 80 each Surnday. Several young

lo-and children which mean a lot for the futurc of the chureh,
{)fwt oy develop into faithful members. They ex‘wrt to buy a lot
soon and build a meeting house, thoy now meet in a hall on weat
side of square. Bro. A, L. Wakefleld and wife have done much to
build up the church and keep it pure and atill are fighting for the
right. Beveral other male members take an active part in the
servicea. Bro. D. A. Bommer and wife of Indianapolis attended
some and hel in the work na did several others from various

Inces. A basket dinmner was enjoyed ench Lord's Day, in the park.
gﬂay the Lord blesa them in their efforta to do right and may they
ever continue faithful is our prayer.—Geo. O. Andcrson,

“Lest We Slip”

In Heb. 2:1-3 Paul savs, “Therefore we aught to give
the more earnest heed to the things we have heard lest at
any time we should let them slip, for if the word apoken
by angels was steadfast and every transgression and diso-
hedience received a just recompense of reward, how shall we
excape if we neglect so great salvation. which at the first
hegan to be spoken by the Lord and wns conformed unto
us by them that heard him.”

And when Paul wrote to the church at Ephesus, he called
them “Saints which are at Ephesus,” He told them thev
had been redeemed by the blood of Jesus Christ, He valled
them “fellow citizens with the saints and of the househald
of Gol.” And that ther were builded upon the foundation
of the Apostles and 1’rophets and that they were builded
together for all habitation of God through the spirit.

In Eph. 4:1-3 Paul begs them. lle savs, “I therefore
the prisoner of the lord beseech vou that ve walk worthy
of the voeation wherewith ve are called, with all lowliness
and meekness, with long suffering, forbearing one another

in love endeavoring to keep the unity of the spirit in the

hond of peace.”

After all the begging, pleading and praving Paul had |

tlone for them, they are like a lot of churches of today.

And no doubt Paul’s heart bled for them as-it did for old-

Israel,

John from the rocky isle of PPatmos was told hy tiod’s angel
to write as he did in Rev. 2:1-7—*“Unto the angel of the
church of Ephesus write:  These thing sayeth He that
holdeth the seven stars in his right hand, who walketh in
the midst of the seven golden candlesticks. | kiow thy
works, al thy labour, and thy patience, and how -theu
einst not bear them which are evil and God hast tried them
which say they are apostles and are not and hast found
them liars. \nd hast horne and hast patience and for my
name’s sake hast laboured ancd hast not fainted. Neverthe-
loss 1 have somewhat agmitist thee: Because thou hast left
thy first love. Remember therefore from whence thou art
fullen and repent and do the first works or else | will
vome unto thee quickly and will remove thy candlestick
out of his place except thou repent.”

Perhaps they were like some we see toduy—wanting to

ETERNITY :—Forever now to think.
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advance beyond what our futhers and mothers have tuught
us, and had promised them a lot of new things in the
future. We of today would do well to learn a leszon from
this church and to heed what one of God’s old prophets
said in Jeremiah 6:16—'"Thus savth the lord: Stand ve
in the way and see and ask for the old pathx and walk
therein, and ye shall find rest for vour souls.”

When -that sweet rest comes into view and we have
obeyed God rather than man. we can rest from all of our
Labour, and be in that family where I'aul and Peter Jumes
and John and all those who loved hix appearing on this old
earth, have kept the faith and fought a goml fight,

—HAROLD O'FTWELL

It's Hard to Get Away from the Bible

The New Testument teaches that baptism iz “for the
remission of sins.” (Acts 2:38.) The denominational
world haa generally tuught that one receives the remis.

slon of sing by “faith alone”—that as soon ns he believes

hia sins are taken awny.

It seems to me that there in some misunderstanding
regarding what the New Tesxtament sayx. OF course,
no one believes that immersion brings the remission of
sins without faith. But faith and obedience cannot be
separated. “Faith without works ir dead.” Repentance
and baptism and confession are not separate from fuith,
but are really part of faith, manifestationr of one’s fuith,

Though it was Luther who taught salvation by faith
alone, yet im his writings he shows na plainly ax any
one can make it, that he-believes in immersion for the
remission of sing, and I have heard Dr. Meier, of the
Lutheran Hour preach it that way over the radio. Sev.
eral years ago, some of you remember that we called
his attention to what Luther anid.

Now in Akron, 0., the Baptists have built a million
dollar basilica. as they call jt—temple. It was recently
“dedicated.” We muat admire the “pastor”: when the
church last year offered him 15000, he accepted only
half of that, and did not apend that much. He evidently
iz not working for the money in it. But there in evi-
dently much show about the whole buriness. Yet re
garding the bdptiatery, the Pathfinder saya:

“Splasking in Jordan. Iuto the font, rix at a time,
went the new congregation memberr to be baptized. Each
wore & white robe with Akron Baptist Temple stitched
on the back. Red light (for gnilt) shone on the waler as
they entered it, Az they were immersed, the light
changed to blue, and finally to white (for purity).”

Did not thix pastor here practically teach that haptism

‘accompanied with faith and repentance, cleansed the
-candidater from =in?

@5

WHAT THINK YE OF CURIST?
YOUTH :——Too happy to think. There ir plenty of time
et. ¥
M‘\gﬂ()ﬂl)‘.-—’l‘cm bhusy to think.
money.
PRIME :—Too anxioux to think.
with worry, , :
DECLINING YEARS:—Too oll to think. The years
are fant slipping away. -
DYING BED:—Too ill to think.
and all alone.

] muxt get more

1 am overburdened

1 am weak, suffering.

God's mevey past,
—8elected.
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An Unsuccessful Missionary Effort

In the Christian Leader for January, is a desoription
with pictures of preachers and of churches in Detroit,
Michigan. One article tells of their efforts to get the
gospel before the people of their part of the city. They
divided a large “block” around their meeting place, and
assigned workers, reaching about 4000 homes. They
knocked, gave friendly-greeting, and left a blotter. Not
one responded. Again they had a follow-up campaign,
but not a single person did it bring out. Again, they
sent first class invitation through the mail, and atill not
one person came to their meetings as a result of these
many thousands of invitations. But they had some visitors,
they said, but “they came as a result of invita-
tions from friend to friend and to neighbor.”

After all, when we get back to the apostolic method
we may be able to accomplish more; and yet—America
is satisfled and possibly not much can he done even that
way. Yet we must do something. Try this: Talk to
some one, then send the Spiritual Call as a follow up;
and coming each month it may have a chance to reach the
friend in his quiet hours. Then maybe after a few months,
a few more words from yow may cause the friend to
become more interested.
the string at the same time, maybe we can reach & few
after a while, One sonl is worth more than all of the
wealth of the world combined.

Mrs. F. D. Roosevelt and the
Roman Catholics

A hill has been before Congress as to whether they
should use U, 8, tax money to support parochial. seheols,
Mrs. Roosevelt in her column in the papers, said such
bill was not constitutional, or words to that effect.
Cardinal Spellman attacked her as anti-catholie, That is
an old gag of this religiosceutar group which all through
the centuries hins tried to get control of the secular power
to enforce their religious decrees.

Mrs. Roosevelt showed that his statement wax not true.
She showed that she stood for Al Smith when he ran for
presitdent, and he was a Catholie. The Cardinal was ver-
tuinly unwarranted in hix charge, for the Roosevelts
have helped much the Romanists. Franklin D, sent a
man to the Vatican, contrary to the constitution, and
Truman has kept him there, The chief stock in trade for
thexe people is that when one contends for the principlex
of complete separation of church and state, they are
dubbed as bigoted and anti-catholie, The simple truth ix
that the Roman Catholic Church is against the full free-
dom of the press, against separation of church and state,
and is trying to break up onr non-sectarian school system
hy demanding their proportion of taxes be used for their
parochial schools. All other religious groups could then
demand the same thing, and our nation would be in a
pretty mess indeed, 1t was because T mentioned some of
these truths that the Indianapolis Star threw me out of
its columns even when writing as a paid adveftisement.

Not all the danger to American liberties iz found in the
Kremlin, The Vatican was curbing liberty long before
the Kremlin existed. Rome claims to be “semper eadem”

always the same; and the evidence is that that is true,
and that if she had the temporal power, we wounld have
another Middle Ages. Franco in Spain is an example of
what Rome would do for us. Americans need to awaken.

If we have a good many on -
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Mere Churchanity and Pure Christianity
" In a Bulletin printed by “a church of Christ” in Iowa

in 1948, we find the “beatitudes” printed below with
emphasis ours:

A NEW SET OF BEATITUDES

Blessed iz the man whose calendar contains his
midweek CHURCH meetings.

' Blessed is the man who loves the hour and a quarter
in the place of worship inatead of two hours and a
half in a place of amusement.

Blessed iz the CHURCH officer who is not pessi-

mixtie,

Blessed is the man who lover the CHURCH with
hin purse as well ar his heart,

Bleased iz the man whose watch keepr CHURCH
time ar well ax buriness time,

Blessed iz the man who has grace to leave the critical
spirit on the ridewalk when he comes to CHURCH.

" Blesred is the man who loves the CHURCH enough
to praise it.

Notice that nearly all the emphasis ix on the local
CHURCH activitien, and practically none on the private
moral and ‘spiritunl life. The “Reatitudes” given by
Jesux Christ are ALL on the private and spiritual life
of the INDIVIDUAL. “Blersed are the poor in spirit
« + « they that mourn . .. the meek . . . they which hunger
aml thirst after righteousness , ., . the merciful . . . the
pure in heart . . . the peacemakeir . . . they which are
persecnted for righteouaness sake,”

Iz not that an index to what is wrong with the world
and Church today—they emphasize the outward form
of religion but neglect the ihward? Mere churchanity
but little pure Christianity which reaches the life! And
ix not that an index to where many in the -professed
“Church of Christ” are driffing® “He ix not a Jew.
which iz one outwanlly: neither ix that. clrcumcision.
which is outward in the flesh: but he is a Jew which is
one ineardly; and circumcision iz that of the Reart, in
the apirit, and not in the letter; whose praise iz not of
men but of God. (Rom. 2.) b

Weights or Wings?

Perhaps you have heard the interesting old tale of
how the binds got their wings. According to it, God
male the wings and put them down before the wingleax
birds saying, “Come, take up these burdens and bear
them.”

The birdx took up the wings in their beaks and laid
them on their shonlders to carry them. The load troubled
them greatly. It seeméd to weigh them down and
hamper them in their activities. 1ut they kept on brave-
Iy bearing the “burdens™ that had been laid upon them
and 1o the wings grew fast to their little bodies. Pres-
ently they found out how te uxe them to 1ift themselves
into the air and fly. :

Our bunrdens, like those of the birds in the old tale.
need not remain weightn to hamper us. When cheer-
filly horne and properly used they, -too, may become
wings to help us rise in the spiritual realm.—Selected. -






