“Come Over into Macedonia and Help Us.”"—(Acts 16:9.)
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THE CRASH OF NATIONS AND THE CRASH OF WORLDS

UR hearts are troubled. Often we can not sleep sl
nights. Who can sleep when his neighbor's house is on

fire? Al Burope ix in flames, Who knows what house,
what c¢ity, what country will be nest? The fifth column
may spring up anywhere, everywhere,  Oceans are not
Inrriers 1o it, Giant tanks go lumbering nlong, erush.
ing almost everything dear to human heavts,  Diving
plones shatter the peace of homes aied nations,

NSolemn pledges nre trampled lightly ander foot when
dictators see advantage in breaking them.  Mussolini
erixhes Albania for no eanse. Stalin slanghters the Finns
for more land for hix outpusts of war.  Ilitler takes
Austrin and xolemnly anyx he oy no more tervitorial
aspirntions: he is handwsd the Sudetenland, and grabs
the whole of Czechoslnvakin: “this is enough ™ and he
erishes Polund ; he is satisfied now, yet enslaves Den-
mark and rapex Norway:; he solemnly vows fo spare
Holland aned Belgium, yet like a murederer strikes these
wenker neighbors vt night; he always loved Franee, yot
wrushox hor inte the dust.  His ehief wenpon is not a
Messornehmidt nor n giant tank, but --a LIK.  Droken
treaties, false promises, devilish treachery—these are the

strongest implements of war he hax yet employed, and
they are weapons, tou, which may be hix own downfall,
for what strong uation will make a treaty with-a LIAR.

Lie, lie, lie, 1t wax through a lie that sin entered
the world, and the last character condemned in the Bible
ix~ “Whosoever loveth amd maketh a lie.” The greatest
evil in the workld is a lie,

It ix natural to expeet that the actors in sueh infamous
havoe have no vogard for the God of Merey, Justice and
Truth.  Stalin ix an atheist and persecutes all religion,
s why should he worry about a Judgment where injus-
tice toward the weak will be avenged? Mussolini is an
opportunist using religion merely as a means of con-
quoest, amd stabbing his helpless neighbor in the baek.
Hitler perseeutes Jews, Catholies and Protestants, tried
to tirn God into a soret of German Fuehrer: and though
failing to force the Qerman people to worship the old
heathen gods, he did name his yeestern defense the “Sieg-
fried Line”, after a hero-pod. Xind the Emperor of Jupan
elaima to be descended From the Sun. Tt is this four-
hended monster that wow stalks through the world seck.
ing whom he may devour. Thix in the beast which is
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tebauching or destroying religion and the liberties and
peace of man. No wonder yoy are troubled. No wonder
you can not sleep. Al that free, Christinn people prize—
religion, justice, freedom, merey-—in being trampled under
foot, If llitler wins, the whele world must beecome an
armed camp or sink into servitude,

In our hearts we have eried: “Why does the God of
Truth and Justice and Merey permit such a eriel monster
to live ! Millions of these oppressed have eried to im,
for help, yet Tle has seemed to hear them not.  In answer
we ask. Why did God permit Nero to live and burn—
Christinns at the stake?  Yet the biood of the martyres
beeanie the xeed of the Chureh. May it not he that this
in Qod's way of bringing people back to the Fountain
of Justice? Refore the Hoad He permitted people to
o on s they pleased, aud they hecame so corrapt he
dostroyeed them ax a whole, A little leuven of evil then
leavened the whole lnmp. But now he may permit one
nation to purify anather of its dross, thowgh the actor
mouneth not to do so,

Who will say that there ix not mueh departure from
teath and righteousness aid juxtice in these afflicted na-
tions,  France has been drifting toward immorality and
Comnnmisi and its evils.  England ix a land of sports
and even when its avmy was being defeated in Norway
still revelled in its derby,  Liberty hax gone to seed in
demacracies,  Thgh ideals —the good of the Whole, of
others--is - swallowed by “personal  liberty™  While
Germany was working night und day, making the planes
and tanks which demolished Franee, Freneh lnbor was de-
maedinge short hovwes ol large pay. Where now ix “their
more abundant lite™? Whoere is even life itselt? They
may be foresd to make arms to destroy Bogland and hey
tibeety.  Here in Amerien (in Indianapolis), about two
thensand of ws on Memorial Day gather in beautiful
Crown Hill Cometery to drop flowers on the graves of
soldiers who died to make and keep us free, and to listen
to speeches to that end, while wt the same hour at the
Motor Speedway across the city two hundred thousand
peaple worship at the sheine of Specd and Theill. This
ix an index to our pleasure-loving state of wind,

Germany was the hot-bed of modernisme whicl s dev-
astated Christendom ax her armies have now laid Barope
waste, France hax for long drifted toward atheism. Eng-
land hax departed far from the devation of the Puritans,
The low countries and Denmark and Norway have become
smug in their religions indifference.  In Ameriea possibly
vight million people out of & hundred and twenty million,
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attend religious services onee a week, while at the same
time eighty million attend the unmoral movies.

Democracy is the greatest development of human rela-
tions established by man, yet it can, and has, gone to seedl.
Men turn liberty into license. Individual liberty is every-.
thing with them—united liberty is secondary. That is
one reason France and England have su far failed in the
war. When Ueneral Petain, the famed hero of Verdun,
where the French for six months kept the Germans at bay
in the World War, and finally drove them back with half
a million casualties, was waiting for the humiliating
terms of Hitler, he sadly told his people why they lox
the war. “We will learn our lesson from the lost battle,”
he suid, “Since our vietory in 1918 our sense of enjoy-
ment has predominated over our sense of sacrifice. W«
have not exerted enough effort.” In other words, they
had become lovers of pleasures more than real lovers of
liberty. Never were truer words spokey. And they ap-
ply to the Church as well ax France. Pleasure and in-
difference have nearly destroyed the Church, Hitler wax
right when he said the democracies were decadent.

When the Sudeten Germans were told that they would
have less liberty under the Reich than under the Crech
government, they replied that they knew it but were
willing to give up self for the Benefit of the whole. A
perverted ideal, the personal liberty people say, yet a
similar ideal wmust prevail that our republic may live
and that the Kingdom of God may go on. Too many
professed Christians push their personal liberties to the
point of confusion, strife and division, so that Christen.
dom today ix in & turmoil. Too many of them let the
pieasures of life choke the word within them. Ax Guod
tses the wrath of man to praise IHim, g0 now he may he
using the ambition of power-mad dictators to bring his
professed children back to work and economy and fam-
tly life and greator devotion to a Common Good. There
ix really nothing good in these governments of men that
ix not endorsed in the Kingdom of Christ.  Selfishness ix
the vauxe of the woes of man, and Uod sent the Greal
Unaelfish One to take thisx selfishness out of our hearts,
We have rejected Him, and so must suffer. Thisx war
may help do the very thing we would not let the Gospel
do. A child that will not heed its purent must suffer
for it.

And though God may use the dictators to bring the
democracies back from license to sane liberty, he will in
time punish these tyrants for their utter disregatd of oaths
and treaties aid justice and merey,

very man and woman who is not & Cheistian is partly
responsible for this chaotio condition of the world, for
he has not lived for the Higher (Good. Every man and
woman who iz living a half-hearted Christian life is en-
couraging Satun to attack a Chureh of weaklings, Every-
one of the millions of backsliders in the world is a stumb-
ling stone to those who wounld like to live the better life.

The beat way for you to help England and Francee in
their re-constraetion after the war ix to become a whole.
hearted Christinn right now and thus help in the gigantic
task of rebuilding the moral forees of the world,

Nuppose other countrier in Enrope are crushed be
neath the Gevmnn super-tank, suppose the colonial ew-
pires of Franee and England pass into the hands of the
ruthiess dictators, suppose South America falls beneath
their intrigue and beeomes their allies, suppose even the
United States comes under the heel of the dietators (which
Uad forbid) and should be ruled -from Berlin or Rome--
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still the Churceh goes oh as it has through twenty centuries,
for the Word of Gud is not bound, Christ still will reign.
for He established a Kingdom which ean not be moved,
against-which the gates of hell can not prevail, and which
will finally break in picces and consume all these other
kingdoms and shall stand forever,

Crowns and thrones may perish,
Kingdoms rixe and wane,

But the Church of Jesus
Constant doth remaiy.

Giates of hell can never
‘Qainst that Chureh prevail

We have Christ’s own promise,
And that can not fail.

And when the kingdoms of thix world will have be-
come the kingdom of our Lord and Hisx Christ, and the
end of all earthly events will have come, and the earth
will have been burned with fervent heat—then, dear
reader, you will be glad that you accepted Christ and
became a faithful subject of fls everlasting Kingdom.

The greatest thing in all the world is to be a faithtul
(hristian,

The happiest life in all the world ix that of a whole-
hearted disciple,

If you are not a Christinn, will you not become one
this very day?

Tomorrow may be too late.

— .\ Nommer,

What Will YOUR Fate Be?
1 dreamed that the Great Judgment morning
lad dawned, and the trumpet had blown;
| dreamed that the nutionx had gathered
To Judghent before the white throne,
From the throne canwe a hright, shining angel,
And stood on the Tand and the sea,
And swore with his hand vaised to heaven
That Time was no longer to be.

The rich man was there, but hix money
Had melted nnd vanished away:
A pauper he stood at the Judgment
Ilis debts were too heavy to pay.
The great man was there but hix greatness,
When death came, was Teft far behind;
The angel that opened the records,
Not & trace of his greatness condd (i,

The widow wax there and the orphan - -
God heard and rentembered their eries:
Nu sorrow in heaven for ever;
Uod wiped all the tears from their eyes,
The gambler was there and the drunkoawl
And the man who gave him the drink,
With the people who gave him the license—
Together in hell they did sink.

The moral man, too, cane to Judgment,
But his self-righteoux rags would not do;
The men who crucified Jesus
Had passed off ax moral men, too.
And the souls that had put off salvation:
“Not tounight: 'l get saved by and by
No time now to think of religion™—
At last, they had found time to die.

-
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And oh, what a weeping and wailing
When the lost were told of their fate;
They eried for the rocks teo fall on them,
They prayed—but their prayer was too late!

“BLITZKRIE
The glory of France ix departed! Only this morning
the news venders ery out the tragie fate of a onve graut
nation.  Yesterday in the chair occupisd in 1918 by
Marshal Foch, sat the conyueror Adolf Hitler, listening
as his aide-de-camp read to the silent French vepresenta-
tives the terms of surrender. Harsh provisions furbidding
the recovery of a vanquished people! A few months ago
1 personally thought the French forees the greatest armed
bady of infantry in the world. 1 felt that with the pro-
tection of the Maginot line, that conntry was well nigh
invincible.  But the blinding, smashing., rvolling thrust
of the German wechanized units moved* relentlessty for.
ward, and battered the pesistanee down, until it wax a
mutter of capitulution to foree. or total annihiintion,
“Why is the *vietor of 22 years ago today resolved into
a mere vassal of Naxi dominance?  Historians will seek
the anxwer, and analysts of human behavior will delve
among the ruinx for the solutio this problen. but even
us they do, the anxwer is alveady apparent and Marshal
Petain. the aged leader, has spoken the truth! He said
in hix radio broadeast to the stricken people that France

~ “had not produeed enough children, had not made enough

friends, hud not been suficiently armed.”  Gay DParis
with itx bright lights atteacted the French away from
the simple life.  Prostitution was rife, the desecration
of the marveiage tiex amd supporting “of paramours was
smiled upon.  Children were considered 1 burden and n
vurse, zinee their advent into the world meant a restrie-
tion upon the pleasures of those who unwillingly bore
them!  Franee was not conguered, but she committed
suietde just ax this nation iz doing-—yes. just as the
Chureh of Christ is doing!  Race suicide, beeause pleasure
came bhefore responsibility.

Listen to this summary by Lansing Warren, Assovciated
I'ress corvespondent feom Rordeaux, France: “Ever
sinee the war ton mueh stresxx hag been placed wpon per.
sonal material well bheing and too little on duties and
abnegation by the individual for the sake of the nation.™
Isn't that why religion is liRewise tottering “on the brink”
today ?  The churchex are filted with “fifth columns™ com-
posed of those whe really are in the employ of Satan, and
who are ready to eapture the steategic defenses for
worldliness: seeking to betray us into the hands of the
enemy. Diseiplive was negleeted in Franee, and today
France pays the price, becanse of her laxity.

The Freneh wore satistied with their conguests of the
first World War.  They rexted upon their laurels and
refused to pay any  attention to the rearmament of
tHermany until it wax too late!  Personal material well
being was the thought of one and all, with no emphasis
upon the relation of the individual to the bady paolitie,
Churches ave filled today with those who forget they are
only stewards of G, Their time ix spent seeking after
senxual gratification; they spend their time at the theat-
ors, ball games and places of worlidy amugement without
ever u thought of the worthwhile life. The wmoney with
which Uod entrusted thew i never invested in wisgion
work to wake the Kingdom advanes, but is eavefully
and jealously hoarded for personal gain,  Today all is
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bright, -happy and merry!! Will tomorrow find us swept
away before the onslaught of the Prince of the Airt

The sevret of success is preparation, training, discipline.
Every congregation of the church must become an air base
for Christ, a training fleld for service. We need man-
power, trained man-power! We need men who will deny
themselves, and take up the eross! Every congregation
a fort for Jesus under the eidership that eannot be bought
or swayed. Then come on with the “blitzkrieg’’.

« —W. Carl Ketcherside.

Has “The Church” Collapsed Like
the French Army?
In 1937, Roger Babsom, a very prominent man in busi-
ness and religious circles, said this:

“The so-called church membership figures published
annudlly by the Christian Herald and broadeast by the
press assceiations are indorréel. They contain not oniy
the names of millions who have repudiated the church
which they joined in their youth, but alse millions who
are dead and buried physically.

“Protestant church uttendance has been falling off for
many years. 'This may not show by recent statistica on
church attendance at the morning service; but in many
churches attendance at the Sunday service has been kept
only by omitting the midweek and evening services, and
by closing down in summer time. A record of the num-
ber of Protestants entering the churches during a year
shows a constant falling off. This decline is taking place
despite the fact that our Protestant population is increas-
ing each year.

“Sunday school attendance is also falling off, The Con-
gregational Christian ehurches, of which I am moderator,
have had a net loss of 150,000 Sunday rehool scholars
since 1925. At first [ assumed this to be due to a serious
drop in the birth rate among us indifferent Protestants;
but study shows that the decline is primarily among
thoxe of high school age and adults, The young children
are 8til] ‘being zent to Sunday school to give fathers a
chance to read the Sunday paper.

“l have attempted to ascertain the reason for this col-
lapse of I'rotestantism. Upon visiting the national head-
quarters of different denominations, the secretaries dis-
pute my conclusions, When interviewing parents, they
blame it on the preachers. The latter in turn blame it
on the young people and the schools. The only faet all
groups scem agreed upon is that young people are more
intelligent and inquiring today——they do not accept as
readily what their grandparents did! Yot statiaties show
that the liberal churches—such as the Unitarian-—have
even greater trouble in holding their young people than
do the fundamentalists. So ‘oreed’ is not the reason.

“Determined to find the cause, I devoted the month of
May, 1937, to visiting twenty prominent Protestant col-
leges, moxt of which were started many years ago by
ministers and earnest church people. To my great sur-
prise, these colleges were having their troubles also. At.
tendanee at chapel has fallen off tremendoualy and there
is an indifference toward religious instruction. . . . Bdu-
cational Institutions are losing control of their young

people. . . .
“gom people inxish that for the churoh to interest
them, we laymen must be better men, bettar employers
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snd 'wdrkmn. better ts and neighbors than those
who do not go to chur In short, we ﬂnunmmuke
our religion seriously and pay the price If the church fs

to continue to grow. . ..
“Our churches must cease being only social clubs and

we laymen must be known by a atro ‘character and
mnworh; . . . WH MUST BE BORN AGAIN. THE
T8 OF PROPLE MUST BE ORANGED IN ORDER

50! ANY BOOIAL OR OTHER SYSTEM TO 8UC.

Read the poem in this paper on “Why the Churcl
Doenn’t Convert the World.”

Why the Church Doesn’t Convert
the World

The Chuich and the World walked far apart
On the changing shores of time;

The World was singing a giddy song,
And the Church a hymn sublime.

“(‘ome, give me your hand,” maid the merry World,
“And walk with me this way.”

But the good Church hid her snowy handx,
And solemnly answered “Nay;

1 will not give you my hand at all,
And [ will not walk with you,

Your way is the way that leadr to death,
Your words are all untrue.”

“Nay, walk with me but a little space,”
Said the World, with a kindly air;

“The road 1 walk ix a pleanant road,
And the sun shines always there;

Your path ia thorny and rough and rude,
But mine is broad and plain;

My way is paved with flowers and dews,
- And yours with tears and pain.

The sky to mae is always blue,
No want, no toil I know;

The sky above you is always dark,
Your lot isx a lot of woe;

There's room enough for you and me
To travel ride by side.”’

I1alf shyly the Chureh approached the World,
And gave him her hand of snow;

And the old World grasped it and walked-nlong,
Saying in accents low:

“Your dress is too simple to suit my taste;
1 will give you pearls to wear,

Rich velvets and silks for your graceful form,
And diamonds to deek your hair.”

The Church looked down at her plain white robes,
And then at the dazzling World,

And blushed as she saw his handsome lip
With a smile contemptuous curled.

“I will change my dress for a costlier one,”
Said the Church, with a smile of grace;

Then her pure, white garments drifted away
And the World guve in their place

Beautiful satins and shining silks,
Roses and gems and .costly pearls;

While over her forchead her bright hair fell,
Crisped in a thousand curla.
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“Your house Iu too plain,” said the prou(l old World,
“I'll buikl you one like mine;
(iurpets of brussels and curtains of lace
And furniture ever go fine.”
No he built her a coatly and beautiful house,
Most splendid it was to belold;
Her sons and her beautiful daughters dwelt there,
(leuming in purple and gold;
Rich fairs and shows in the halls were held,
Auid the World and his children were therv
Liaunghter and music and feasts were heard
In the place that was meant for prayer.
"There were cushioned pews for the rich and the gay
To sit in their pomp and pride;
BBut the poor, who were clad in shabby array,
Nat meekly down outside,

“You give too much to the poor.” said the World,
“Far more than you ought to do:

If they are in need of ahelter and food,
Why need it trouble you?

(1o, take your money and buy rich robes,
Buy autos and radios flne;

Buy pearls and jewels and dainty food;
Buy the rarest and costliest wines,

My children they dote on all these things,
And if you their love would win,

You must do as they de, nnd walk in the ways
That they are walking in.”

Then the Churell hold fast the steings of hor purse
And medestly lowoered her head

Audl simpered: “Withont doubt you are vight, sir,
Henceeforth I will do ax you've said.”

So the poor were turned from her door in scorn,
And she heard not the orphan’s ery;

But she drew her benutiful robos aside,
As the widows went weeping by.

Then the sons of the World and the sons of the Churely
Walked closely hand and heart;

And only the Master, who knoweth all,
Could tell the two apart.

Then the Chureh gat down at her ense and spid:
“I am rich and my goods inereasc;

[ have need of nothing, or aught to (ln
But to laugh and dunce and feast.”

I'hy sly World heard, and he langhed in hix sleeve,
And mockmg snid, aside:

“Mie Church is fallen, the beautiful Chureh,
Aud her shame ig her boast and pride.”

The angel drew near to the merey-seat,
And whispered in sighs her name;

Then the lowd anthems of rapture were hushed,
And headn were covered with shame.

And n voice wan heard at last by the Church,
From Him who sat on the throne:

"I know thy works, and how thou hast said,
‘I am rieh;' and hast not known

That thou art naked and poor and blind.
And wretehed before my face;

Therefore | From my presence east thee out,
And blot th) name from ita place.”

Page Five

Oh | erring Church, from the tempter 'w side ﬂc-o.
I'ut on thy garments of white;
With meekness and truth, with faith, hope and love,
Walk again in the fullness of light.
—Author 1'nknown,

Are You Seeking Truth in Religion?
Dear Truth Seeker:

Rince you were very earnest in the conversation that
we had the other day and since conditions were such
that we didn't get to finish our friendly chat, I decided
that | would sit down and explain more thoroughly my
purpose in visiting your village. In our talk the other
day [ could very easily sée that you were after the Truth
in religious matters. Sinve you wouldn't take my word,
but wanted seripture for the principles that | was setting
forth to you, I could easily determine thgt truly you arve
becoming discouraged with the ideax of mankind and you
ave seeking a “thus saith the Lord” for Christian worship.

You remember the other day when | met you for the
firat time 1 told you that | was looKing prospects over
for & wission effort in your community, Now it ix the
dexire of every Christian to see the caune of Christ pros-
per.  And it ix my idea that wémay some day set forth
the teaching of the Chureh of Christ in your eommunity,
Nitlee you informed me that you knew nothing of the
doetrine of the Chureh of (hrist, | shall set forth its
teaching ax briefly as possible. | am greatly pleased that
you desire the truth and not merely man's idea, so 1 feal
that my time shall bot be wasted,

First, we know that every church hax its eveed. The
Churell of Christ ix no exeeption.  The author of our
ereed was not finite man however -the lloly Npirit wans
the originator of our belief. Our ereed ix the gospel of
Joesus Christ.  You remember the other day you showed
me the ereed of the ehureh where yon hold membership,
and | informed you of xome points where it contradieted
the Bible? Printed on the binding of onr ereed yon will
And the words “Holy Bible.,” Human ereeds change, but
our erecd hax vemained changeless throngh the ages.
The creed of the Chureh of Christ supplies man's every
need for Christinn work and woeship. (2 Tim, 3:16, 17;
2 Pet. 1:4.)

You see when a man writes hix own ereed he fails to
give the gospel it just die of respeet, or else he doenn't
holieve all of its tenching on every subjeet. 14 he only
will tuke the teuching of the gospel he could fhnd no place
fur hix ereed and it would find ity place in the rubbish
heap.  We believe that our ereed in just as applieable
now s it was in apostolic days.  1f Christ had wanted
the worship of his church (Mat. 16:18) to change with
madern times, there would be no reason why he shouldn't
have made provisions for such a change. But becaune
we are hot more intelligent than people were at that time.
we must still build from our Blue Print as they did. What-
over it was that early Christians did, we must do. The
why they condueted their Chureh worship in exaetly the
way modern Christinns shiould conduet theirs, Weo lw-
lieve in old time religion if it ean be traced back to the
day of Pentecost A, 1), 33, (Aets 2.)

| want to ask you, Mr. Truth Soeker, ix thin fair? [Is
it right to earry on our worship as the early church did?
If it i, wo will be sinning in God's sight if we don't.
It it isn't right to worship as they did, then God will
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be responsible for lost xouls beeause he hasn't given ux
further instructions, und we are in the durk through no
fawlt of onr own. If we do EXACTLY as they did, we
will have to go to the Bible, and the Bible alone, to see
how they worship. In ne other book can we find out
how early diseiples worshippod od.  Thoxe things woere
written for our learning that we might know how to live
an acceptable life in the sight of Qod. Now if this is
true, we must become a member of the family of God
exuetly as the early Christians dids 1f they had to be
voted in, we have to be. [If they had to be saprinkled,
we huve to be, 1f they had to go to the mourner’s beneh,
we have to. But these vonwist of mun's ways, The only
way for us to deflnitely decide ix for us to go to our ereed,
liet us read through the book of Aects vory carefully and
notice how early Christinns were converted,

Now, | won't have time or paper to notice every indi-
vidual casne, but sinee 1 knoiv that you are sufflciently
interestad to read for yourself, ! will merely give you
the xeripture for each conveesion, Notice carefully
how these became members of the body of Jesus Christ.
The DPentecostians, Acts 2:38.41. The Samarinns, Acts
8:0, 12. The eunuch, Acts 8:27, 39, Saul, Actx 9:18;
22:16. Household of Cornelius, Aets 10:47, 48, The PPhil-
lipian jailer, Acts 16:93, You can easily sec, then, that
Bible conversion comes from wholehearted helief, pe-
pentence and baptism.  If that was true, then should it
not be true today? Now that a person is # member of
the body of Christ, .our cresd gives further instrucetions
for hix continual sxervive to Qod.  Again let me stress that
we couldn't be wrong if wo worship exnetly ax the early
Christians did,

Our ereed states that they continued steadfastly in the
npostlex’ doetrine, fellowslip, in breaking of bread and
in prayer. (Acts 2:42.)  The early Chreistinns prayed in
their anseinbly.  The early dineiplex edifled one another.
(Rom, 14:19; 1 Thess, 5:11; Heb, 10:25)  They observed
the Lord's supper every fiest day of the week. (1 Cor,
11:23, 30; Actx 20:7  They took up colleetion at that
time. (1 Cor. 16:2.)  They alko wang in their worship
to G, (Col. 3:16; Eph, 5:19)  Now when thoy sang
we believe their song serviee was neceptable 1o UGod, 1t
we earey out our worship ax they did, our worship will
be aceeptable also.  If Apostle Peter played on an in-
steament when the diseiples sang a hymn before they
woent to the Mount of Olives (Mt 26:30), then of eourse
we must do likewise in our worship,  If they uxed the
God-made instrument consisting of their voeal vords, then
in order for our song service to be aceeptable, wo also
must use that instrament, 1o every point, dear Treuth
Neeker, let us go to our creed and xee how the early
Chureh earried on ity worship, then let us pattern after
it, beesune it taken the same aetx to constitute Christinn
worsliip today as it did st that time,

I am indoed sorey that space will not provide me oppoe-
tunity to more thoroughly enlighten you on the practice
of the Chiureh of Christ. There ix one way that you can
definitely find out how we stand on every subject of
a religioun nature. Rimply open up the pages of 0 New
Testument and wtart studying the acts of Christinn wor-
ship.  When by oareful study you see the pieture of the
New Testument Church, that will be the pieture you will
see, If we are successful in setting up the New Testa-
ment worship in your community,

MACEDONIAN CALL

Today the sun looks exuutly as it did nineteen hundre
years ngo, because it is still the original sun. Today th.
Church of Christ looks exactly as it did nineteen hundrwd
years ugo, un it is atlll the original, Time ix too shop
and eternity v too long for us to haphagardly serve our
Lord and Master. Christ died for Hiv Church, T am
prayerfully hoping. dear Truth Seeker, that you wmayx
take ndvantage of hix death. Sinee | am sure that yoq
will seriously sonsider the references 1 have given yuy

_tand | know you to be fair with yourself), 1 will sxpect

to come aguin into your village soon, that we may togeth.
set up the inatitution of our Ureat Counsellor,
Your fellow seeker for the Truth,

—Harold Shasteen.

Nip Evil in the Bud

The time to kill weeds is when they ate small.  The
time to stop w cold is when it Arest starts.  The time 1o
truin u child is when he is young. The time to destroy
the “fifth columu® in the U, 8. in before it gota started.
The time to save the chureh from evil is wheun it is small,
“A little leaven leaventh the whole lump.”  Many of
the woos of the world and th@& Church come from a
neglect of this vital principle.

Recently when Roosevelt put two Republieans in hix
cabinet, Frederick Kershner, dean of the RBible Collye
“in Butler Univernity and one of the promient leaders in
the Christinn Churceh, was asked his opinion of the presi-
dent’s move,  He roplied:

“l have the utmost confidence in both Col. Knox and
Mr. Stimson, especially the latter. whom | consider une
of the preatext of Ameriean statesmen,  1f hin advies
had heen followed when he was secretary of state, |
helieve there would be no war today. He would have
kept hipan ont of Manchuria, but could not get the oo-
operation of Great Britain,  Had thizx been done, Ttaly
wonld have been kept ont of Abywsinin, llitler out of
Creochoslavakin,d Poland, ete,  After Manchurin, the ag-
goul:ivo nations found out what they ocould get away

Sxnetly so.  Awd that is the way it ix with evil in
religion,  Departures from God's Word must be stopped
when they are little,. The religious movement of which
Bro. Kerschner is a lender onee held to the simplicity in
Christ, but some demanded an organ for their singing.
and a xoeiety for the work of their church. The introdus-
tion of these innovations on God's Word caused & great
Fuear, for the old brethren said, “If youw open the ool
gnte, where will you stop!™  In fact, there hax boeen wo
stopping place, for the “progressive” hrethrew (the (hris.
tinn Chureh) have added shows aud suppers to raise
money (some of them disgraceful), all zorts of goeicties,
modernism,  the one-man  preacher-pastor  system, anl
many other unseriptural practices.  The Christian Chureh
in now only & denomination among the denominations, and
all beenuse” they did not follow the great prineiple ex-
pressed here by Dr. Kershuer of destroying evil when
it ix little anel can be handled, The true Church of Christ
in sonstantly on the alert against all departures from the
simplicity in Chvist. Paul himaelf said: “Wateh, and
remember that by the space 'of throe years, | ceased not
to warn every one night and day with tears.,” (Aots 20
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ol men,

The “"Kingdom Which Cannot

] - Be Mo

Christ said, “Uporr this rock 1 will build my Chureh.™
«Matt. 16:18) and Paui speaks of the “churches (cougre-
wations) of Christ.™ (Rom. 16:16). This institution is
alke called “Church of God’ (1 Cor. 1:2); “Church
of the Firstborn" (Heb. 12:23). The people who com.
pose this church are ealled Chrisgians- and diseiples (Aets
11:26), saints (1 Cor. 1:2), brethren (1 Cor, 1:2). A\
namexs not found in the Seriptures are human and caise
divisions; henee they should not be worn by Christians,

The teachings of Christ and Hix inspired apostles as
found in the New Testament counstitute its epeed. or
belief. To mix our own notions and the teaditions of
men with the teachings of Christ ix to render our wor-
ship vain, for God says theowgh Christ, “ln vain they do
\\m'ahlp me,” teaching for doetrines the conHmaidments
Y (Matt. 13:9.)  The Odd Testament is inspirgd
md lends up to Cheist,

How does one get into this Kingdom ! “Except a man
be bora of water and of the Npirit he canaot enter iato the
kingdom of God.™ (Jobhn 3:5.) “llaving been begotten
apnin, not of vorruptible seed, but of incorruptible,
through the word of God which liveth and abideth.,” (1
Pet. 1:28, R. V) To he begotten by the word of God, angd
to be born, or begotten, by the Spirit, are the same. A
commentators of any note say that to be born of water
refers to baptisni,  When we permit the word of God
which comes by the Spivit of God 1o <ink into owe hearts
producing Faith and repentance, we have been bhegotten
aain, but our birth ix not ¥et complete. When we have
gone on in our obedienee amt repentad and been bap-
tized, then if is that our birth is completed and we have
heen born of water med the Spivit, and have eome into
the kingdom, o Church of God.  Panl says, “RKoow
ye ot that so wany of us as were baptized inte Cheist
Jesux were baptized into his death”™ (Rom 6305 ad,
wgain, “For ax wany of you as have heen baptized into
Christ have put on Chiist.” (Galo 270 These seriptures
teach ux that baptism, preceded by faith and repeitanes,
ix the aet which brings us iate Christ.  But what is bap.
tismi 2 Bible baptism requires “much water” (John 3:28):
poing “down into the water,” (.\ctx R:iN): burial, (Rowm.
6:4; Col. 2:12) ; coming “up out of the water” « \ctx 830,
Jexts savs that we must be born of water, Can a babe he
Lorn of & mother xmaller than itself? Neither can we be
burn of & hady of water smaller thun ourselves,  We come
out of the water into the spiritual world very wich as
we vome into the natueal workl,

Jexus Christ is absolate King and the New Pestaiment
is ig law book, The Old Testament is inspived of Gul,
bt ix not a book of authority for Christians,  Christ has
ordained that elders, called also overseers, bishops, lnok
after the loeal congregations and feed it. 11 Tim 3:17;
Titus 1:5:9: Aets 20:28), and that deacons be servants of
the churches (Acts 6: 1 Tim 3:8-100.  Evangelists are
to ga from pluee to place preaching the gospel.  The
churches of the New Testminent were not winder the coun-
cile, axsocintions, synmds, general asseiblies wid confer.
ences of uninxpired aen, but under the teaching of the
inxpired apostles. The church government was congreegn-
tional, The pastor system in which one man rales amd
traches the congregation inxtead of the elders, was un.
known to the New Testament.

Page Seven

The work of Christ’s Chureh consists of helping its
own poor and sick. in deing good unto all wen, and in
advancing the gospel. The aid work of the New Testa-
ment Church was done as individual Christinns (Aets
9:36-42; Gal. 6:10), and ps congregations (Acts 11:27-30),
The gospel was pregched in two ways—all true Christians
preached the gospel in private, tryving to save others be-
sides themselves (\ets 8:4). and evangelists publicly pro-
clnimed the pospel, living on the voluntary contributions
of the brethren and churches (1 Cor. 9:14: Phil, 4:13-18).
The varly Cheistians had uo aid societies to do the work
of helping the poar and sick, which @ Christian sheuld
be interested in: they did not have any Endeavor societies
to train Young prople, for parents were to bring up their
children in the narture’” and admonition of the Lord, aml
when they beeame Christians they came under the wateh-
ful care of the elders of the congregations ax well as their
parenty: they had no missionary sociefies to preach the
zoxpel, fur every Christian wax ta do all he could for the
spread of the gospel in public.or private.  They had no
Rible Colleges nwor orphan homes.  “ln their Chureh
capaeity alone they moved,” sayw a preat religions teacher,
These societies  are orpavizations  different  feom  the
Chureh, though they are attached to it, for they have
ditferent luws, treasuries, n& ote. Those who work
in these socictick go conteary to that seripture which
suys, “Unto him [Gad ) lw glory in the chwreh." (Bph
3210

The ecarly Christians  continued  stexdfastly  in the
apostles” teaching, and fellowship, in the “breaking of
hread and the prayess. ™ they were to teach and admonish
“une another with psalmx and hymns and spivitanl songs,
singing with grace in your hearts unto God.®  (Aetx 242,
Cal, 3:17.)  They had no organs, pianes, fiddlex, horns,
vte., to make mukie in their worship, for all these make a
Rind of wuxic which God has not commanded. and hence
sueh music s an addition te Guds Word., I any wman
shall add unto these things [the Seriptures] God shall
add unto him the plagues which ave written in this book.™
(Rev, 3218

"aul commmnded Christians to give, upon the fiest day
of the week. feeely and liberally. (1 Cor. 16:1: 2 Cor.
R They did not raise money by shows, entertainments,
festivals, box suppers, rafflings, ete., and a handred other
devices used by wany socalled Christian people,

Do you, dear veader, belong to the Kingdom Cheist
establishedd, which is appased to all the ductrines and
teaditions of men, and is teying to do all-that God com-
mands—nothing more, nuthnm less-—im the way whieh
He comumnds?  Look for it in your community, and if
you van not find it write to the publisher of this paper.
It is devintion from God's word which has produeed the
division in Christendom.  To say the least of it, there is

in belonging to a church which is not wmea-
tionedd in the Bible and which has mrmpt«l the stmplicity
of the goxpel of Christ,  (Gal. 1R: 2 Cor. 11:3; 2 John
0, N, nt.darfthul.hlbwnwdm
nthorthnthmotll!l!‘!hu“dohﬂh?

SomoChurehNﬂu

Because the June insue war publizhed fnte and the July iszne
ix being published early (to it the editor to hold a
protracted mecting), theve fte fewer reports in ma unhr
. Therhll‘ay m?:\&:m M. (melnhnwullmy (2

cagerly awa rumbling from “m
southland.—Bill Henaley. ’
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