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Is This Man Sowing Cockleburs?

| faney I hear you laugh and say: “Who wants cockle-

burs anyway in his fleld? They are a nuisance; they
ohoke the corn; besides, they grow of themselves und
need no planting; why ask such a silly question?”

You believe, then, that if one sows cockleburs he will
gather cockleburs, that if he sows thistles he will reap
thistles, that if he sows ragwecds he will gather the

same?! In other words, that kind of seed has everything
to do with the kind of crop?

“That’s right. Every one knows from his experiences
that God was true when he said that everything should
produce according to its kind.'™ ¢

Then, if one thought he.could sow ragweeds and not
reap ragweeds, and sow cockleburs and not reap cockle-
burs, other things being equal, he would be considered
an infant in a mental intelligence test!

“Right, again!”

Doer not the sume hold true in the'moral world—that
everything produeex aceording to its kind? What we do
and say and write and even thiuk, constitute the seed
we sow. The seed of the kingdom is the Word of God,
the cockleburs are the words and works of man as gov-
erned according to the flesh. “Now the worka of the
flesh are manifest which are these: Adultery, fornioation,
unclieanness . ;. hatred . . . wrath, strife, seditions,
heresies, envyings, murders, drunkennesy, revelings and
such like.”

Strange that xo wmany imagine they can sow adultery
and can reap happiness, ean sow hatred and reap love,
can sow wrath and reap peace, can sow envy and reap
harmony, can sow drunkenness and reap health, ean sow
“revelry and such like” and reap joy! In other words,
can sow the wind and not reap the whirlwind, ean sow
cockleburs of wickedness and gather solid, wholesome
corn and wheat of righteousness! Marveloua it is that
they can understand the laws of God in nature but not
his laws in morals! In the words of an advertisement
we are exhorted, “Don’t fool yourself I’ and in the worde
of Iloly Writ, “Be not deceived, God is not mooked,”—

laughed at, ridiculed, because He atates a principle which

does not work—"“for whatsoever a man roweth that
SHALL he also reap. He that soweth to hia fleash shall
of the flesh reap corruption’’—wasting, fading, dissolu-
tion, going to pleces. “They which do such things shall
not inherit the kingdom of Gad.” )

On the brighter side we zee that a sowing to the spirit
means a final, happy harvest—"lic that soweth to the
apirit shall of the spirit reap life everlasting.” Eternal
life, eternal union with Qod with all ita joye—what a
blessed harvest to work for!

Eternity-bound soul. don’t alip into thia false thinking
morally so prevalent today, that grapes can grow on
thorna and ‘figs can grow on thistles, and that a sowing
of cockleburs will bring a plentiful harvest of happy,
golden grain! For from the Lord of the harvest still
comes his warning throigh the centuriea: “Re nof de-
ceived . . . whatsoever a man zoweth that shall he also
reap.”

There will be no “harvest home” rejoicing when you
gather in your cocklebura of ain.—D. A. SOMMER.
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“Ok, Hdppy Day”

True happiness doesn’t just happen! It is the result
of a carefully planned life, in which all the factors that
vontribute to honest joy are accepted, and those which
hinder are rejected. The Christian life is a life of true
pleasure; the happiest existence man can lead. The
reason in clear. It in because a life dedicated to Christ
possesses all of those highly prized features:which go
to make any life an enjoyable one.

Look:about you, and behold that those people who are -

happiest are the ones least concerned about self, and the
moat interested in welfare of others. They are the indi-
viduals who plan to better themselves tomorrow and thus
have a higher goal of anchievement ever nhead of them.
The Christian life provides both of these things in the
highest sense,

The xservice of Christ ix based entirely upon a cruei-
fixion of self, and an exaltation of others. It s a life
of happy sacrifice for the welfare of those about us. No
wonder Solomon declared, “Happy is he that hath mercy
on the poor”’ (Prov. 4:21.) Just as the chief joy of the
husband is to plan for his wife; just ax the greatest en.
joyment of the mother {8 to plan for the future of her
babe, ‘g0 the greatest joy of the child of God is to plan
new ways of service for the world. Ile has the eternal
welfare of humanity at heart, and this life but affords
him opportunity to express anew the thought, “It is more
blessed to give than receive.” :

A short time ago | entered a humble home, where the
floors were uncarpeted, the chairs were limited in number,
and the furniture was makeshift. But I enjoyed the
happy associations of the day with its becupants far more
than 1've enjoyed some palaces of luxury. Do you ask
why! My anawer is that in the home of riches there
was nothing to be desjired, and so there was no joy in
planning and working for the future. In the home of
poverty there wax the enjoyment of atriving for a better
home, and every little improvement vepresented happi-
ness to the couple who dwelt there. Thus it is with us;
weo enjoy even the buffetings of this life, even its hard.
ships and toil, because our minds are centered not on
anch phanes, but upon a better home in the world to come.
True happiness iz achieved by “fearing the Lord, and
walking in his ways, (Psa, 128:1, 2) ; from finding wisdom
and getting understanding (Prov. 3:18); yea, oven by
receiving the vorrection of God, (Job 5:17.)

If youw're not a Christion you've never been really
happy; it pure enjoyment has eluded your grasp before,
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come now and try the Lord’s way, so you may truly sing:
“Oh, happy day, that fixed cholce,
On thee my SBavior and my God.”
—W. CARL KETCHERSIDE.

The Christian’s Joy

The foundation of the Christian’s joy and happiness
lies in the faot that he has received hope of an eternal
salvation through the blood sacrifice of QGod’s Son, Jeaus
Christ, in His death on the Cross. God, in Hia great love
for His oreation made a plan of redemption to release
mankind from the bondage of sin and eternal death.
John 8:16. To have access to this redeeming power, the
New Testament teaches that one must obey God's com-
mands, (Matt, 28:19-20); he should exercise faith in
Christ, (Heb. 11:8) ; repent of sins, (Luke 13:3); confess
Christ before men, (Matt. 10:32) ; and be buried by bap-
tism for the remission of asina, (Aota 2:38).

The obedient one ia given the name “Christian.” In
doing the Lord's will, he fi freedom, blessing, and
opportunities for great happi in each command.

The command not to foraake the assembling together,
(Heb. 10:28), when oheyed, will bring an assembly of
Christians, friends, and relativea to keep the ordinances
of the Lord’s house. With their associationa together,
with the promised presence of Christ, great joy and
gladness. is experienced. A

The command to study, (2 Tim. 2:108), will bring hap-
piness, joy, and hope, as the Bible contains many teach.
ings of love, macrifice, hope, obedience, and disobedience.

The moat learned of earth can receive the joy of glad-
tidings, find food for thought, and not exhaust the truths
contained in the Word.

The unlearned can glean enough from the Seriptures
to enjoy the hope of salvation. )

The command of prayer, (1 Thes. 5:17),—the Chris.
tians’ communication with the Lord—gives spiritual
strength with promises bestowing happiness to those
obeying. -

The command to sing, (Eph. 5:19), speaking to your-
selves in psalma, hymns, and spiritual songs, singing and
making melody in your heart to the Lord, will stir the
heart to gladness and greater joy in the worship of the
Lord. Hearts are cheered from the cares of life by
singing praises of the Lord. Those of like faith have

enjoyed many happy hours in obedience to this com-

mand by singing In their respective homes. This also
gives them much pleasure. g

Christians enjoy associationa and heapitality with their
friends; they engage in wholesome pleasurea that will
not be coutrary to the teaching of the seripture.

The only plensurea denied the Christian are those that
have a tendency to evil, and that cast a reflection upon
the cause of Christ. As Christ is holy and pure so must
Hia followers be. (1 Pet. 1:15.) They gladly shun the
world with its pleasures and find enjoyment in good
works that help_.to build up the cause of Christ. Théy
rejolce ip seeing, through the eye of faith, the Christian's
joy in its completeness, when they shall hear—“Blessed
are they that do His commandmenta that they may have
right to the tree of life and enter in through the gates
into the City.” (Rev. 32:14.)—SUSANNA YOCUM.



MACEDONIAN CALL

Abide With Me

As a new face or a spoken phrase will touch & re-
sponsive chord in our memory, so also did the strains of
that beautiful hymn, “Abide With Me,” run hauntingly
through my mind. The beauty of its thoughts and words
especially impressed me. Let us study a verse of it.

Firat, the meaning of the -word ‘“abide.” The dic-
tiopary says it means to await, endure, withstand, or
continue. It starts thus:

“Abide With Me’'— How often do we asxk that of
tiod?! To abide with us, poor earthly beings with weak-
nesses and shortcomings, faults and failures, temptations
and burdens that almost overtake us on the patha of
righteousness and try to turn aur footsteps to the broader
way. Endure us, O God, abide with us,

“Fast Falls the Eventide’'— How wwiftly the eventide
of life does seem fo fall- Yet in a Christian life it should
be a thing of joy to watch the evening of life draw to ux
swift and wonderful a close ax the twilight of nature's
evening fally after the end of a beautiful day.

“The Darkness Deepens”— The deepening shadows,
do they bring fear and uncertainty to usx!? Will we
tremble on the brink of eternity or will we be ealm with
a peace of woul? A life spent in accordance with God's
word will mean a life unafraid as the shadows deepen,

“Lord With Me Abide''— Ever continue with us, Lord,
clse all will be in vain, -

“When Other lelpers Fail, and Comforts Flee™- -
The people around us can bring physieal help to us in
our troubles, yet who can help the spiritual or inner
being? It is 4 task beyond mortal power. Uod alone can
give the comfort of his Word when other comforts flee.

“Help of the Helplesw’'— How consoling—help of the
helpless. When we ean. we should help ourselves, but
when we are helpless we know that there ix help from a
neverending source.

“0 Abide With Me''— Again we plea for a continua-
tion of his love. Undeserving, struggling, hoping, each
creature prays to his Creator, abide with me.—JUNE
1IUDDLE.

What the Christian Life Has Meant to Me

“For badily exercise profiteth little: but godliness ix
profitable unto all things, having promise of the life that
now is, and of that which iy to come.” (1 Tim. 4:8.)

'here are three views of what it takes to constitute the
Christian life or character. The stoically-minded think
that they should isolate themselves from all nociety, ex-
cept that of a restricted order, and thus deny themselves
of every worldly pleasure; and if the rules of their order
ao require, they will go through all the manner of writh-
ings, and evon abuso their own bodies to the puint of
endangering their health for “the Lord's sake. Thix is
expacially true of priests and mung of the Cut'holic ghuruh
that developed through the aposatany predieted in the
first three verses of the above chapter. And some sec-
tavians entertain similar views. Other elements think it
unnecessary to give up the pleasures of the world, or to
exercise any degree of moral restraint in order to please
God. These are the two extremes on the subject, Thoxe
in either ocase are deceiving themselves, and by such
conduct, cannot enjoy the life that now is, nor a hope of
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that which is to come. The first is made wiserable by
doing 50 much more than God requires, hence cannot
enjoy the lifc that now is, and the other is doing so much
less than God requires, that they cannot feel at home in
the hallowed association of a pure Church, hence cannot
enjoy the promise, nor entertain the hope, of the two lives
mentioned in our text.

Between these two extremes there is a Highway of
holiness we may safely follow, David said, “For the Lord -
(lod is a sun and & shield: The Lord will give grace and
glory: NO GOOD THING WILL HE WITHHOLD FROM
THEM THAT WALK UPRIGHTLY." (Psa. 94:11.) This
is true. 1t is also true that the apostle said: “Love not
the world, ueither the things that are in the world. If
any man love the world the love of the Father is not in
him, For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh,
the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, ix not of the
Father, but ix of the world. And the world pasweth
away, and the lust thereof: but he that doeth the will
of God abideth ever.” (1John 2:15-17.)  Again, “Abstain
from all appearance of evil.™ (1 Thes, 5:22.)

But there are many pleasy in the world that a
Christinn might enjoy that aveé mot necessarily of the
world, for example, God instituted marriage with all i
attendant pleasures, and Jesus approved its celebration.
(John 2:1.10.) Though it is also true that Géd has “ap-
pointed unto men onve to die,” (Heb. 9:27). Jesus cum-
forted the bereaved, (John 11:18.33). Thus the joys
and sorrows of life are mingled, and we may “Rejoice
with them that do rejoive,. and weep with them that
weep, (Rom. 12:15), If we participate in the righteous
pleasurex of life in order to gratify the lust of the flesh,
the lust of the eyex, ete., we muke righteous pleasure a
sin.  llerein is the value of the Church in the world. Tts
hallowed association, itz righteous influence that per-
meatex society, temper the righteous pleasures of life to
the point where we may safely particvipate in them having
nothing to loge, but everything to gain. “llaving promise
of the life that now ix, and of that whieh is to come.”
No person can be a righteous xnecess in life without the
associntion, fellowship, and righteouz influence of the
Church each day. Qod will not withhold one good thing
from us that will promote our moral and spivitual welfare,
and that of those around us. The Church ean live without
me, but 1 cannot enjoy life outside of -her holy portals.

For ller wmy tears shall fall;
For Her my prayers ascend;

To ler my toils and cares be given,
Till toils and cares shall end,

She nourished me with milk as a babe in Christ,
Through het sacrificex, my soul s fed on the bread of
life. She hax opened unto me the “fountain of the water
of life” freely, and with raptureus joy she invites you to
join with her in the salvation of your soul. (Rev, 32:17.)
—WM. KETCHERRIDE.

Selling Our Soul

Oh, what little value some people place upon their,
soul! Jesus said eyr soul is worth more than the whale
world, (Matt, 16:26.) R=au sold himself (his birth-
right) for “one square meal,” Judas sold “himself” for
thirty pieces of silver—he went ont and hanged himself.

My dear reader, are you selling your soul? 1 find so
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many who are not willing to give up the pleasures of the
world to live for Jesus. They seem to think that the
only pleasure there is, is found in the world. True hap-
piness is found only in following our blessed Lord! Do
you enjoy good wholesome food !—without God you could
not have food. Do you enjoy traveling and viewing the
beautiful scenery of nature?—God made those things for
you to enjoy. Do you think all this just happenedt We
see God in the beautjful flowers, the green grass, the
forests, the mountains, the cool streams rippling down
the mountain side and over the pebbles. In fact, God
is all and in all. David said the earth is the Lord’s and
the fullness thereof, the world and they that dwell there-
in. (Psa. 24:1.) Al we have and are belong to God.
The goodness of God should lead us to repentance. (Rom.
24.) :

How can you enjoy the things of the world,—I mean
the thinga that are sinful (if you do)—when you know
you are following the enemy of your soul! The wages
of sin is death. Every sin we commit we are selling our-
selves to Satan. Suppose you had a special friend and
a bitter enemy in your town, and every time your friend
would ask you a favor you turned him down, and then
you would do everything your enemy suggests. How
do you think your friend would feel? Jesus is your
friend. (John 13:13, 14.) He invites you tp love and
serve him, and promises you eternal life. Satan is your
enemy and invites you to follow him in worldly pleasures,
and offers you death, “oternal death.’ (Rom. 6:83.)
Jesus has done everything for you to make you happy
it you will only obey him. Satan is doing everything in
his power to deceive your heart and to make you think
you are happy in this world, but he is setting a trap for
you that will bring eternal misery and woe unto your
poor soul. Remember, my dear reader, when you go to
shows, dances; smoke, gamble, swear, drink, lust after
evil things of the world, and find pleasure in those things,
you are selling your soul. And sooner or later you will
have to suffer for all those things. But if you are willing
to give up those things that are sinful and train yourself
to enjoy living a clean Christian life, then you will be
happy in this life, and “unspeakably happy’’ throughout
cternity. It was Satan that brought sin and death into
the world. It was Jesus that abolished death and made it
possible for you to be redeemed from sin and be happy in
Christ. We may go on in the “so-called™ pleasures of the
world, but it won’t last. (See Eccl. 11:9, 10; 12:1; 12:18,
14.) From one that is interested in your soul.—C. R.
TURNER. »

Happiness in the Home

Yesterday I visited a friend whom I had not seen for
some time. She took me through the home they have
recently remodeled and showed me their-new furniture.
Their living recom iz a dream and I rather envied her.
It seemed she had just about everything anyone could
want.

In the evening [ sat in my own home, loaking over my
living room. On the floor was a pile of blocks and two
small dunip trucks. The furniture and floors are
soratched and worn az only five children could scratch
and wear them. QOut jn the dining room the older ohildren
were doing their home work, and they inaist on using
the dining table. Just then our three-year-old son walked
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in, looked at his daddy—who was reading the paper—
and then at me, as if trying to decide which to e:gproaoh.
Then he climbed on my lap, gave me what he calls a biy
bear hug, removed -a none-too-olean piece of candy from
his pocket and stuck it in my mouth. Next he climbe:!
to his father’s lap and sat there, perfectly contented. Not
a word had been spoken, but as I looked at them sittiny
there I was ashamed to think I had been the least bit
jealous of my friend. She will never know the love of
child #s I do. Her home, her beautiful furniture and her
dog are nothing to compare with it.—"Mother of Five” in
Indianapolis News.

God’'s Drawing Power

John 6:44; 12:38
Religious teachers differ Wwidely upon the subject of
how men are drawn to God. One class teaches that the
alien sinner can do nothing of his own choice in order io
come to Qod but that in some way, separate and apart
from the Word of the Lord, he must be quickened,
awakened or made alive. To such people the language
of the Saviour, (Matt. 11:28);, “Come unto me”; also
(Rev. 22:17), “And whosoever will, let him take the

water of life freely,’’ means nothing.

The New Testament records the conversion of thou-
sands of people, so if we can find the means used at that
tipntlel, to draw people to God, that should settle the matter
with us.

That men are drawa to God, goes without question, but
the meana used ia the disputed point. We have this
emphatic statement, “No man can come to me except
the Father that sent me draw him.”’ (John 6:44.) And
again: “And 1, if I be lifted up from the earth will draw
all men unto me, (John 12:32.)

We got a picture of the whole world in unbelief, (Rom.
11:32; Eph. 2:12), hence, away from God; and the onily
way of coming to God is by being drawn, for “No man
can come . . . except” by being drawa, (John 12:32).
But thiz drawing cannot take place uuless Jesus be
“lifted up from the earth”; Jesus must be crucified (lifted
up) before he can be preached as a crucified and a risen
Redeemer. Henge Paul could say, “I determined to know
nothing among you save Jesus Christ and him orucified.”
1 Cor. 2:8. With that great work in mind (drawing
people to God) Jesus called his a es and commanded
them to “Go ... tesch all nations.” (Matt. 28:19)
Mark 16:15 tells us the Gospel was to be preached to
every creature, with salvation promised to the obedient.

Paul said, “I am not ashamed of the Gospel of Christ
for it is the power of God unto salvation to every one that
believeth. (Rom. 1:16.) So the Gospel draws men to
God if they believe it.

In obedience to the command of the Saviour, (Luke
24:29; Acts 1:4), the apostles assembled in Jerusalem
to wait for the promise of the Father. (John 14:16-27;
16:26-27; 16:7-14) At that time (Aots 2:2.4), the Holy
Spirit came and began His work of leading the apostles
into all truth. (John 16:13.)

The multitude. comes together, thousands of people
(Jews), devout men from every nation under heaven.
will unﬁy of those people be drawn to God? If so, how!
Being filled with the Holy Spirit the apostles “began
to SPEAK as the Spirit gave them utterance (apake
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through them). (Aots 2:4.) They did not use signs,
feeling or some kind of mysterious impressions but
WORDS., In the 1ld4th verse Peter became the chief
spokeaman. He used words to attract the attention of
the people, saying, hearken to ‘words.'' Although
lie uses the expression “my words,'’ it was the Holy Spirit
that gave him utterance. (See verse 4.)

Peter is still using words in verse 22, addressing the
“men of Israel.” Beijng led by the lloly Spirit, Peter
snid enough to conviet a great number of people. (Verses
22.36.) Oue of the offices of the Holy Spirit is to couviet,
“reprove the world of sin.” (See 16:18.)

Verse 37 shows how people acted under conviction.
They were pricked in their heart (cut to the heart),
(Aots 7:564), hence couvieted, when they heard what
Peter said, (V. 37.) They cried out, “\What shall we do?”
In verse 38 he-tells them what to do, “Repent, and be
baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ
for the remission of sins, and ye shall reccive the gift of
the Holy Ghost.” But how is he going to get them to do
the things commanded in V. 381 The Holy Spirit guides
him into saying many other words, (V. 40). ‘“I'hey that
gladly received his word were baptized.”” (V. 41.) So
we see they were drawn to God by the Gospel and the
sume Gospel believed, and obeyed, will “draw all men
unto Him.”—LLOYD RIGGINS. :

The Church Which Christ Built

IT8 NAME—Christ said, “Upon this rock T will build
my Church.,” (Matt. 16:18) and Paul speaks of the
“churches (congregations) of Christ,” (Rom. 16:1G). This
institution is also called “Church of God” (1 Cor. 1:2);
“Church of the Firstborn” (Heb, 12:23). The people who
vompose thia church are valled Christians and disciples
{Acts 11:26), saints (1 Cor. 1:2), brethren (1 Cor. 1:2).
All names not found in the Scriptures are human and
cause divisions, hence they should not be worn by Chris-
tians.

ITS ORRED—The teachings of Christ and His inspired
apostles as found in the New Testament constitutes it_s
crved, or belief. To mix our own notions and the tradi-
tions of men with the teachings of Christ is to r(-mh.xr
our worship vain, for God says through Cl_nrist_, “ln_ vain
they do worship me, teaching for doctrines the com-
mandments of men.”” (Matt. 15:9.) The Old Testament
is inspired and leads up to Christ.

ENTRANCE INTO IT—“Except a man be born of
water and of the Spirit he cannot enter into the kingdom
of God.”’ (John 3:5.) “Having been bocotton again,
uot of corruptible seed. but of incorruptible, through
the word of God ‘which liveth and abideth.”” (1 Pet.
1:23, R. V.) To be begotten by the word of God, and
tn be born, or begotten, by the Spirit, are the same. All
commentators of any note say that to be born of water
refers to baptism. When weo permit the word of God
which comes by the Spirit of God to sink into our hearts
producing faith and repentance, we have been begotten
auain, but our birth is not yet complete. When we have
pone on in our obedience and repented and been bap-
tized, then it is that our birth is completed and we have
boen born of water and the Spirit. and have come into
the kingdom, or Church of God. Paul says, | Know
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Ye not that so many of us as were baptized into Christ
Jesus were baptized into his death” {Rom. 6:3); and,
again, “For as many of you as have been baptized into
Christ have put on Christ.” (Gal. 3:27.) These zoriptures
teach us that baptism, preceded by faith and repentance,
is the act which brings us into Christ. But what is bap-
tism? Bible baptisi requires “much water” (John 3:23);
going “down into the water,”’ (Acts 8:38); burial, (Rom.
6:4; Col, 2:12) ; comiug “up ont of the water’’ (Acts 8:30).
Jesus says that we must be born of water. Can a babe be.
bora of & wother smaller than itself! Neither can we be
born of a body of water smaller than ourselves. We come
out of the water into the spiritual world very much as
we come into-the natural world.

IT8 GOVERNMENT—Jesus Christ is absolute King
and the New Testament is His law book. The Old Testa-
ment is inspired of Uod, but is not a book of uuthority
for Christians. Christ has ordained that elders, called
also overseers, bishops, look after the local congregations
(1 Rim. 3:17; Titus 1:5-9; Acts 20:28), and that deacons
be servants of the churches (Aets 6; 1 Tim. 3:8-10).
Evangelists are to go from place to place preaching the
gospel. The churches of the New Testament were not
under the councilg, associations, synods, general ussem-
blies und conferences of uninspired men, but under the
téaching of the inspired apostles. The church govern-
ment was congregational. The pastor system in which
one man rules and teaches the vongregation instead of
the elders, was unknown to the New Testament,

IT8 WORK—The work of Christ’s Church cousists
of helping its own poor and sick, in doing good unto all
men, and in advancing the gospel. The aid work of the
New Testament Church was done as individual Christians
(Acts 9:36-42; Gal. 6:10), and as cougregations (Acts
11:27.30). The gospel was preached in two ways—all
true Christians preached the gospel in private, teyiug to
save others besides themselves (Acts 8:4), and evangelists
publiely proclaimed the gospel, living on the voluntary
contributions of the brethren and churches (1 Cor. 9:14;
PPhil. 4:14-16). The carly Christianz had no aid societies
to do the work of helpiug the peor and sick, which every
Christinn should be interested in; they did not have any
Endeavor societies to train young people, for parents were
to bring up their children in the nurture and admonition
of the Lord, and whea they became Christiaug they came
under the watchful care of the elders of the congrega-
tious us well as their parents; they had no wmissionary
xotietics to preach the gospel, for every Christian was to
do all he could for the spread of the gospel in publie
or private, These societics arc organizations different
from the Church, though they are attached to it, for they
have different laws, treasuries, officers, ote. Those whe
work in these sovicties go conteary to that seripture which
says, “Unto him |God]| be glory in the ohurch.” (Eph.
3:21)

IT8 WORBHIP—The early Christians continued atead-
fustly in the apostles’ teaching, and fellowship, in the
“breaking of bread and the prayers,” they were to teach
and admonish “one another with psalms and hymns and
spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts unto
God.” (Actz 2:42; Col. 3:17.) They had no organs,
pianos, fiddles, horns, ete., to make musie in their wor-
ship, for all these make a kind of musie which God has
not commanded, and hence such musie is an addition to
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God’s Word. “If any man shull add unto these things
[the Seriptures] God shall sdd unto him the plagues
which are written in this book.” (Rev. 22:18,)

IT8 FINANORB—DPaul commanded Christians to give,
upon the firat day of the week, freely and liberally. (1
Cor. 18:1; 2 Cor. 8:9.) They did not raise money by
shows, entertainments, festivals, box suppers, raflings,
ete., and a hundred othgr deviees used by many so-called
Christian people. )

OONOLUBSION—Do you, desr reader, belong to the
Church Christ built, which is opposed to all the doctrines
and traditions of men, and is trying to do all that God
commands—nothing more, nothing less—in the way which
He commands?! It is deviation from God's word which
has produced the division in Christendom. To say the
least of it, there iz great danger in belonging to a church
which is not mentioned in-the Bible and which has cor-
rupted the simplicity of the gospel of Christ. (Gal. 1:8;
2 Cor. 11:8; 2 John 10, 11.) Wiﬂ- on, dear friend, follow
a way of DANGER rather than the way of SBAFETY in
a matter of eternity?

Happiness in Christ
How happy are they who their S8avior obey,
And have laid up their treasures abovel -
Tongue ‘can not express the sweet comfort and peace
Of a soul in its earliest love.

This comfort ix mine, since the favor divine

| have found in the blood of the Lamb.

Since the truth I've believed, what a joy ['ve received,
What a heav’'n in Jesus’ blest name!

"T'is heav'n below my Redeemer to know;
And the angels can do nothing more

Than to fall at his feet, and the story repeat,
And the Lover of sinners adore.

Jesux all the day long is my joy and my song;

O that all to his refuge may fly;

He has loved me, 1 cried; he has suffered and died
To redeem such a rebel as I,

On the wings of hin love | am carried above
All my xin and temptation and pain;

O why should | grieve, while on him 1 believe?
O why should I xorrow again?

O the rapturous height of that holy delight,
Which 1T find in the life-giving blood!

Of my Savior possessed, 1 am perfectly blessed,
Being filled with the fullness of (odl

Now my remnant of days will 1 xpend to his praise,
Who has died, me from sin to redeem;

Whether many or few, all my days are his due—
They shall all be devoted to him.

What & merey is this! what a henv’n of blias!
How unspeakably happy am 1!
(athered into the fold, with believers enrolled—
With believers to live and to die!
—CHARLES WESLEY,
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. The Bible

(This article, which I think is quoted, was sent by u
sister just before entering a hospital for a major operu-
tion.—Pub.)

This book contains the mind of God, the state of man,
the way of salvation, doom of sinners, and happiness of
believers., Its doetrines are holy, its precepts are binding,
its histories are true, and its decisions are immutabl.
Read it to be wise, believe it to be safe, and practice it .
to be holy. It contains light to direct you, food to sujp-
port you and comfort to cheer you.

It is the traveler’s map, the pilgrim’s staff, the soldier's
sword and thé Christian’s charter, Here Paradise is re-
stored, Heaven opened, and the gates of Hell disclosed,
Christ i its grand subject, our good its design, and the
glory of God its end. It ahou!d fili the memory, rule the
heart, and guide the feet,

Read it slowly, frequently, prayerfully. It is a mine
of wealth, a paradise of glory, and a river of pleasure,
It is given you in life, will be open at the judgment and
bu remembered forever. It involves the highest respon.
sibility, rewards the greatest lu@r, and condemns all who
trifle with its holy contents,

~ "This Book unfolds Jehovah’s mind;
Thix Voice salutes in accents kind;
This Friend will all our need supply;
Thizx Fountain sends forth streams of joy;
This Mind affords us boundless wealth;
Thiy Qood Physician gives us health;
This Sun renews and swarms the soul;
This Sword both wounds and makes me whole,
This Letter shows our sins forgiven;
This Guide conducts us straight to heaven;
This Charter has been sealed with blood;
Thix Volume ix the Word of God.

The Right 8pirit.—A preaching brother writes: My
support is not encouraging, but when I see the Cause
needing my help so badly, 1 go ahead. It will come out
all right some way, and I intend to contend for the truth
as long as I am able to talk. May the Lord bless you is
my prayer.” When we can get many talking that w
and acting according to that we may hope to accompli
great things. But if local preachers won't preach or try
to build up weak places unless they are paid for it, there
is not much hope for advancement in a big way.

The M. 0. believes strongly in developing talent, but
does not believe in developing it faster than it can atand
it. Conceited young men should not be pushed very fast.
Paul says that it is “faithful men” who should be devel-
oped into teachers,

The publisher has often wondered why more people
didn't put their shoulder to the wheel and help push good
causes along, The Highway Department has solved the
problem, and at intervals along the roads announces
“Soft Shouldera,”

He is a small man who is a “hypoorite in a church.”
but one must be “smaller” still to be able to hide behind
such a hypoerite.

If we could oil our little wagons with tempers “mel-

lowed by a hundred million years,” they might run more
smoothly.
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Tolerance is to be recommended yet somewhat re.
strained ; for indifference to orime, to corruption in poli-
tios and morals, to rebellion among our children, to
savagery between nations—is simply Tolerance gone to
seed.

Some Church News

Des Moines, lowa—Brother John Rhodes just closed his
meeting here which has extended over three weeks, four Lord's
days. On the last three Lord's days we have had a basket
dinner at the meeting-house, There has been lots of representa-
tion from out of town. The new congregation here has been
immeaaurably strengthened by the meeting. We had no addi-
tions, however, during the recent meeting.—Melvin Short.

Glendale, Ariz,—Our little band is meeting each Lord's day
in our new location in the American gion Home, and are
indeed happy we can kedp house for the Lord in his appointed
way. Pray for us, that we may be faithful, and that we may
accomplish much for the cause of Christ in thia place.—Mr.
and Mra. Chester S8anderson, R, 2, Box 348.

Exeter, Calif.—Bro. Ketcheraide’'s meeting with Exeter church
is now history. One of the best meetings we have had from
every standpoint; a conaistent attendance from the outaide.
Eleven added. Nine by baptism and twoe by membership.
Reedllcy meeting now In progress. Five added so far—Walter
Weekly, -

I am enclosing a dollar for four more of the bogklets on
Christian - Liberty. I think it Is real good.—M. M. Mitchell.
1 consider the booklet good, and it should do good.—Eva C.
Baker. Think it Is ine.—Herachell Ottwell. 25c at M. C, office.

Illinois.—We attended church in Jerreyville, Ill., June 24.
Bro. Harold Ottwell from Hartford preached; the members
like to hear him. There was a wonderful crowd for that place.
The M. C. was so full of good spiritual food this month that I
read it several times. Let all of God's people pray for those
who have left the true teaching of Christ that they may return
to the old paths.—Mrs. J. D. Pivoda.

Don't forget Ged on your vacation. The Simplified New
Testament with its headings scattered through the text, make
it 30 you can take it up anywhere and get the connection of
thought. There are nimplified translationa of hundreds of hard
passages, as well as definitions of hard words, on the pagen
read. Price $2 at M. C. office, for this handy book which fita
a man’s coat pocket. We are having a new batch of the books
bound.

Mrs. G. W, Dameron, 534 N. Main, New Cantle, Ind,, with a
few others is under the neceasity of going into that part of
Michigan where the hay fever is NOT, and would like to get
in touch with a faithful church she can attend, and if poasible
a Christian family where they can room and board,

Exeter, Calif.—Have been attending the meecting held here
by Carl Ketcherside and intend to go to Reedley to attend tho
song service at his meeting there. Reedley Is a small miasion
point and we are hoping much good can be done there. I have
attended the meetings at Riverside, West Riveraide and a fow
nights at Compton. One just can’t get enough of the true

oapel preaching. I only wish we had some evangelist out
ﬁere who could carry on the work which Carl has started.
Some one to stay here and start new minatonary points. You
who live in the Eutorn States cannot realize how far it Ia to
worship, where there s so much ungodlinens, and we are asking
Knu to help us out in any way posaible. Help end ungodliness

cre,~Wilbur Storm.

The publisher is sorry to say that unleas he recelves more
nubseriptions or more donations, the next few regular numbers
of the M, C. will have to drop back to eight pages inatead of
twelve. It Is up to you. You know our twelve ﬂlﬂ ware only
8 hopeful experiment. We are doing the very beat we can.

This does not mean that the M. C. In golng backward—only
that the publisher built his hopes a little too high. But you can
reverse t:ll.
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The church at Council Bluffs, Iowa, is planning on having
Brother W. E. Ballenger, S8unday the 28th of June. We are
lanning to have Bro. Ballenger a nted as leader over us
ere, till such time as we can be able to have the church set
in order here, We feel like it would be proper because of
things that might come up from time to time, and we wish to
be qualified to take care of anything that might come up.
The church is enjoying the most profitable time in its history
here; cveryone seems to be in earnest, and striving to do the
Lord’s will. Sunday, June 18, we had an attendance of about
40. Now that is not nearly as many as we want, but it is
about twice as many as there used to be. So things look more
encouraging. May God's blessing rest on all those who do His
will. Brethren, we need your prayers here at Council Bluffs,
Let us all pray that we may meet over there, when we shall
be with the Saviour to enjoy the fruits of our labor.—From the
Church at Counecil Bluffs.

Some have misunderstood our club rates for the M. C., think-
ing they had to have FIVE old subs even though they could
put In some new names. Our rntt ls: five in a elub, the new
names being fifty cents and the bld subs boing seventy-five.
Also, new names can be sent in any number at fifty cents each.

Cawher City, Kans.—May 28 the congregation at Dentonia
closed a very profitable two weeks’' meeting, the first in their
new house, the audience being about fAfty-fifty members and
non-members. Bro. Lloyd Riggina showed his efficlency in
answering quostions on real problema of life put into questiona
’Iﬁn those present, He made freqt use of the blackboard.

e audlence showed that It llked the teaching and method of
prescntation by giving vapt attention and by inﬁ present in
spite of bad weather and worldly allurements. e preached
several sormons of church government which .did our little
conz':'egnion good. In the day time Bro, Riggins visited people
in thelr homes, talked to them, and invited them out, and the
work will bring frult in the future. Two took membership, and
the brethren greatly strengthened. Bro. Riggina has been
holding meetings at Montrose, Beloit, and Green Mound while
in these parts, and he loft us all with a deep consclousnesas of
our dependence upon God.—Henry B. Van de Reit.

Brookport, 11l.—Since our meeting we have been making out
a program as to who would conduct Lord’s day morving and
at night services, for one to lead the mongs, one to lead In
rayer, one to teach the morning lesson, one to wait upon the

rd's Table, and one to diami{sa. Then at night services ar-
rangementa for the same, and in this way it is known to each
over a week in advance. [t in proving interesting for the con-
gregation. Every male member except one takes any part
that is assigned him. At night there are two members placed
on the list for a five-minute talk each and it would be sur.
prising how well many of them do.—A. T. Kerr.

Exeter, Calif,, June 22.—With only two more nights of the
meeting here remaining, we can begin to take inventory of
accomplishments. Brethren are agreed -that the audiences
represent the largest attendance of people from the community
in the history of the congregation. Virtually every denomina-
tion in town has been represented with members of the Meth-
odlat church predominating In number. So far B have been
baptined, 2 have ‘Blncod memberahip. [ go from here to Reed-
lor where Bro. Walter Weekly har done some able work, and
will remain there two weeks. We are atarting a campaign
to viait 500 homes there tomorrow. I'l return emat in time
to moderate for Bro. Roberts at Decatur, 111, in his discusnsion
with Allen Sommer, the Lord willing! The total number added
and restored at Weat Riverside was 21, aa [ recall.—W, Carl
Ketcheraide.

Brookfleld, Mo.—Dear Bro. Sommer and M. C. readers:
I road the last M, C. with much interest and must uﬁv to “flirt
with Christian Church” is to compromize with the world.
And see what terms this puts one on with God. (Jas. 4:4,) The
congregation at Brookfleld is looking forward to another good
meeting starting Aug. 18th with Bro. C. R, Turner preaching.
Our meeting housc door is alwayn closed on all advocaten of
the open door policy.’ Am sending a club of aix for M. C.—
G. R. Blankinship,

Griggsville, IlIl.—It has been quite a while alnce I re
through the M., C. Have been doing
Local work only for several months.

rted
ust what I could do.
uring month of July
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1 will be at Liberty near Windaor, second Lord’s day ngnmond
the third, and Bloomington, Ill, over the fourth Lord’s day,
and have fifth Sunday to attend and take part in sorvices at
Perry in a get-together meeting. The writer wishes to an-
nounce he Is y to take up evangelistic work, beginning
October 1st and ready to anawer calls for meetings. Brethren
who know me know I am not afraid to take a stand on all
vital issues that pertain to the church and Word of God.
Annual get-together meeting of the Church of Christ of Perry,
., will?e heﬁ 5th Lord’s day in July. We extend an invita-
tion to brethren of driving distance to come and enjoy the day.
Brethren who find it necessary to come on Saturday.on account
of distance, we ask you to communicate with the writer or
address Vale Reeves, (Elder), Griggsville, I, and arrange-
ment will be made to find you a place to stay.—L. L. Curry.

New Castle, Ind.—“The end of a fm-fect day.” Our mass
meeting closed Lord’s day night, July 2, after three perfect
daya as we view them. We were much pleased with the attend-
ance from sc many states and if any errors were committed
In caring for our visitors we hope our good brothers and siaters
will overlook the same. Throughout there were inspiring songs
and t lessons of -admonition and a determination to keep
the Church pure. I was pleased with the uu¥| ation to those
in attendance to write six or eight lines for thia paper stating
what impressed them most in the meeting and [ am sure that
will be of much Interest to the brotherhood generally. 1 have
no doubt that many who attended our meetinf were encouraged
to do so because of the announcement and a list of the apeakers
appearing therein. A medium through which we can get such
information, to m{ mind, is of great value. Also is thia m er
of great value in eeping the Church pure and free from being
imposed upon by evil men. ’

We have had men hold meetings for us who were at the time
four aquare but later digressed and we could have upheld an
evil man and called him back for another meeting had not his
evil work been exposed through a medium such as this paper.
It or any other paper standing four square mlﬁ not be entirely
in every detail to our liking but zince it ia the best we have
we should uphold it for cur own protection and protection of
the brotherhood generally that we may know who iz digresaing.
—Nathan Ridgway.

Charleston, Ill.—Returned home rocentl* after an absence of
two months, with churches in northern Kanaas. The mission
work, which has been reported from time to time ia but an
example of what the church can do.
who have never heard of the true church have had the privilege
of knowing what the church stands for, as it now meeta regu-
larly in at leaat four different places, where up until that time,
the church was not known.

We-are sure those who have contributed to this work will
some day, if they remain faithful, have t cause of rejolcing.
My laat effort was at Green Mound, sbout 14 milea southeast
of Beloit, Kana. In all er work as an cvangelist I have never
entered a community under greater opposition, and left with
Rreater prospects for good. We planned a careful system of
work for them and promised to asalst them in carrying it out.
lhtliy r;ext offort is with the Nevada, Mo., congregation.—Lloyd

zzinsa,

St. Louis, Mo.—There arc appearing some fine articlea as

well as good reports in the M, C. It is ehcouraging to see
there in a good Jl number yet that have not been led astray
by deception and thero are others who will see the ervor of

their way, we hope, But the church no doubt will be purged
of nome leaven which will make it a erer church and that's
the only kind the Lord will be pleased with. We are pleased
to seo the work moving forward in St. Louis but we can see
more and more that we are only getting a start. The new
congregation just recently atarted in Webater Groves ia doing
fine. We have somo good workers out there and we are sure
the fruits of their labors will be seen some day.—Robt. Morrow.

New Castle, Ind.—This meeting in now hiatory. Brother
Arthur Freeman of Dea Moines began a series of meetings with
the church here on June 18 and closed July 2nd. The viaible
results were three additions but this was a part only of the
good that was done. He worked both night and day, and both
:ubliely and from house to house in g:noml work. Also,

o conducted blble study classes in the forenocns for children
and youths and provoked much interest among them in the

Since last fall, Peiople,
v
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study of God's book. And in the evening he conducted a cluss
of young men for development purposeas which resulted in such
genuine interest that a plan was set on foot for continuance of
such work by the local talent from now on. Brother Freeman
is sound in the faith and an able expounder of the Goapel and
we are sure the church at this place has been benefited much
by his labors. He has been for a return series at
first opportunity which will be in 1842.—E. M. Zerr.

The New Castle Mass Meeting.—The last three days of
Brother Freeman's mosting were used for the masa meeting
which had been advertised for several months. The program
for this meeting was published in the M, C. and was carried
out in the main. Some of tho preachers who gave their consent
to be placed on the liat failed to come, for various reasons, and
some jnconvenience and disappointment were experienced as
a result. But on-the other hand there were some present who
had not been expected and th:{ were called on to fill in. Eight
states were represented in the audiences and the very best
of order and intereat prevailed. A spirit of coo
dominant throughout and all pre?nt were given a practical
demonstration of what it means for brethren to dwell together
in unity. The forenoon and evening sessions each consisted
of three 28-minute sermons by as many preachera and the
themes .covered many Iimportant subjects pertaining to the
work of the Lord's institution. The afterncon seasions were
given to short talks on subjecta announced and both yo and
old tock part. And these seasions closed with a 235-minute
program of questions and anawers Wo\u matters. The out-
standing idea that ran through the ing was the neceasity
of being satizfied with the New Teatament plan for unity versus
all himan creeds and systems. This was coupled with the
neceasity of putting the doctrine into practice and thus showing
to the world that the Lord's pian is right and will work. And
while mere numbers do not count for much when the question
of right and wrong is at stake yet it is gratifying to know that
God still has u large number of disciples who have not bowed
the knee to the Baal of the latest compromise. To me, one of
the fineat phases of this meeting waa the great number of
young men and women present and who exhibited such a pro-
foun reugoct for the truth of the Word. And doubtless their
zeal will be atil! more manifest from the impetus received in
thls great meeting. The church at New Caatle appreciates the
cooperation of the preachers and other brethren o many
localities whose presence and services did so much to make the
meeting what it was for good and their presence among us
Evﬂl be gratefully remembered through the coming timo.—?. M

err.

peration waa

Des Moines, In.—Bro. Johnny Rhodes closed a three weeks'
meeting here June 25th. Thia was with the new congregation
meeting at 59th and University. Vori small attendance from the
outaide world, but Bro. Rhodes did hia part well, and his work
did much to strengthen the work in this city, and we will look
forward to the time when we can have him back with ua again.
Bro, Alvin Bunn out at meeting last Lord’s day for the first
time aince having his right leg amputated below the knee. We
rejolced to have him back with us again.—Eugene Suddeth.

Bartlesville, Okla.—The Church meeting at 1462 Oak St
closed a succesaful moeting May 28th, lasting over three Lord’s
days. Bro. John W. Rhodes gave the members many good les-
sons along the line of duty. This had a desired effect on the
hearors insomuch that one made a confeasion of neglecting
the assembly, and three young people obayed the doctrine of
the New Testament and were baptizred. The attendance and at-
tention given by the outaide was very good and much good was
done which we are sure will bring forth fruit in the future. We
would like to have had Bro. Rhodes for another week but his
time waa limited to just this long and we will have to wait till
another time for more. * * * Our regular all day mesting will
be held August 20th, with a basket dinner in the park or some
other convenient place, Any loyal brethren that are going
through thia way make it a point to stop off with us. Regular
meotlm‘. place i3 in the southwest part of town, at 1402 Qak St.
on the highway leading to Barnadall, Come and enjoy the xood
things, both spiritual and temporal, All are invited.—W. O. Mec- "
Creary, Correapondent, 1418 Ouk, Phone 2443.

To those who attended New Castle Mass Moesting—for the
sake of those who comldn't attend will you please write taday
in six or eight lines some lesson you learned or sirong lmpres
nion you recelved at the meoting: and send to us,





