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"Come Over Into Macedonla and Help Us." (Acte 16: 10.)
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MISSIONARY LETTER--No, 2,

"At Ease in Zion.,"
7

Dear Brethren in Christ:--
In my first Mlsslonary Letter, I called
your attention to the indifference among us resepecting the epread
of the gospel In new and weak places. Have you been thinking much
on that subject since then? Here I come agaln to remind you tnat
our Savior said, "Go into all the world and preach the gospel to
cvery creature.” Tnis shows the spreBdlng nature of the Kiﬂgdom of
Cnrist, We nust take the gospel to others, Jesus came to "seek and
save that which was lost", and hls diseciples are to carry on his
great work'

But ae we ponder on the lack of mieslonary zesl in the "Church of
Chrlst", we ask oursclves the cause. There are many sontributing
factors, no doubt, but the vne which wo shall notlce at this time
is--the "Easc-in-Zion".spirit. Let the reader here turn to Amos
6th chapter and read it carefully, God's people ir the 8th century
before Christ wore not wholly different from them today.

"Woe unto them that are at empe in Zion, and trust in the mountaln
of Samaria . , ., but they are not grieved for the affliection of
Jomaph," (Ve. 1, 6.) “"Zion" was & hill In Jerusalem, and stood for
the entire Kingdom of Judah; wnile "Samaria" was the ocapital citx
of the Kingdow of Israel, and renresented that Kingdom. "Joseph
slmply reprosents the peonle of God., The Lord's people at this time
were in a doplorable condltlon. Enemies were haraseing them; pov-
orty and distress had visited many of them; injustice by the judges
was motod out to them; and they were afflicted in many waye, But
wnat did thne wealthy and nobles care, when they were having a good
time themselves?

It 18 much the same today. The Church 18 being pressed hard by
the strength and arts of the enemy, and there seem to be very few
wno cara, Small bands of disciples need help, but those able %o _
help do nat heed their call, Isoclated Christigans send forth the cry
to "Conme over into idacedonla and help us", and they cry into deaf
ears, Smaller churches close their doors, sometimes, within driving
dlstance of larger churchea, and the larger ones rejoice, thinking
it may help them. I know very few disciples or churches in the
brotherhood, which nevae conalderable moans, who are taking muech in-
terest in helping weak churches or in establishing new ones., The
"EaBe-in-21on" spirit has come over them, But down through the ages
oomes the volce of Jehovah through his prophet, "WOE unto them that
are at eame in Zion , , , but they nre not grieved for the cfflic-
tion of Joseph," '

God describes further that fealing of security which they hnd, when
he snld, "Ye that put far away the evil day." Why should they
worry? They were in the fortress of Samarin or on the fortified
hill of Zion? The encmy could get to them only last, The dry of
calrmities or destruction wns n long ways off for them. Why should
thay bother themselves? "On with the dance”--In spiritunl Zion,
the same spirit is manifested. Why should we be concerned for the
struggling bnndqhere and there, or the isolated diecippes who have
no plnge to worsnip? We have nige homes, r nice ocongregntion, and
0 fine mesting housa, We onn hire the best precchners in the brother.
hood, and be entertained r good part of the time by them. Theac
1ittle churches ought to disbrnd anywoy, and put their Btrongth with
the stronger churches, so thnt we oan mnke n bettor showing before
the world, BDesides, the world is not ns bad ns fome oranky prepchers
fay it is, and the time of thn npoatany ot the Churoh and the downfrll
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of ‘our oivillzation 18 not at iend, - And yet the Lord says, "Wue 1
unto them that are at engeyin Zion . . . that put for aWcy tne evi
dny-“ R 7 - .

The prophet describes in particular their pereonal luxurles when
he sayes, "™-t iie upon hede ol ivory and stretch thersslves upon
thelr souc..u." Ivar; nrd been brought rror distaat Jends ond in-
1aid into thelr tedi-cddn, glving taim 2 barutlirul ond luxurlious
apperrance; and tnzir emLeTE Lok e tlmu tp A0LNES upon tnelr_
gouchies, But they pbrd no time ner ooney te nelp tne}x puor brathren,
--Todry we have our [ine nomes, cur fine bods, cur rine ogIpsls, and
other fine furaiture, anrd we spend mivii time using tuem Lo our
plerdure, We have no tine.to run out to o emrll pnwrcp ngrr bylto
neln them on Lord's dey afteranun ir some night throush tne weed,
though we nave pienty of -Aime “or oy ritng. Ve h;tb no mgn;y_zg
Nulp some dlstant strukgling cniren o Lo Nelp foRs aqitnfu -E% -
ren establish one. He musty nave tile winest end bpet for ourasfvcso
in an earthly way, and we will stcp our ears to snc eries of_; ;vrs
Tlicted Jossph. PRui somse*ire, wsouewnelt, woe will not stap ou t
to the cery of "WOE" of the lord: ™ '

Moruover, those selfish ones would "eat tne lambs out of t&e flock,
and the ealves out of the atdet of tas stall”, and woulid 8'Wahno
leed to the cry of tnelr arflicted countravmen, It wna not 8 gegéd
but lembe, which they ste; not ola cows, Lui calves gop; " §§ a hed
Tue vury best must bo thelry, whcther any onc el;o in the nfy‘?t £
(Lh:/t'r.lng to ont or !—Lotl-"oirLFn neve 1 ant \lo\'.n '_Vl“h the ?r(f:l’l "41.1‘ {-\-
fiiir tables wrnere thu very best things 1o oat were found, ond yngrih
thig evidently took declight in thotr ‘cprond”; - and yao 1f 1 nﬁ&et
thum 4o help In a misslonary mee%ing in & +cew plase, Lhcy were 7o
Tixed" 8o they could help "then't?! Hundrads of dollarc forAluxi
uries for self, but not one dollar for the phyeierl nnd eplritun
nwed of otheral

Qne: of the plessures of Isrnel's revevellcrs was to "chant to the
8ound of thac vlol and invent to themselves inttruments of muclc like
Davld."  As David invented instruments to prrise dod, ac they in-
ventsd Anstruments to serve their god, Pleasurc. Let the norpers
NATD, end nc pipers pipe, and let them drowi tae crics of distreseed
Jeeupht - e nhristinns muat nave much- todny to "orighiten .()UI‘
homes' Qur phonosraphpas cost a hundred; our radle, one or tvo Aul-
dred; and our pisne, four or five hundred., We £i11 our calldren with
UL cver-npresent reg-time and the demorclizing juz; and we spend our
evunings ”tuning-in" on the world's congloaeration. But o frown
meets the Wmcedonlan who ceries unto us for help.

Tne "mnointing themselves witn the chief ointments! corrssponds
Lo the perfumes and such luxurios todry. The gospel prorener 1e
saddened today as he looks down from the pulpit upon: printed faces
and reuzed lips and perfumed ¢lothing rnd decoratcd bodlce of tne

saints™ of God, and wondurs at thec unconsclcus deprrtures whicn 8o
meny have made From the modeety teught by insplrea men, wsany women
srend more meney for cosmetics, to say nothlng of othor luxuries,
tnan they give to the Lord; and 1f tit0 men would send nll thedr
tobacso money to missionary workere we would have dozens of them in
the fleld all the tinme, sounding out the Word of God,

God glves his e¢stimrto of thelr fine thihgs when he srys, "I abhor
the excellency of Jeoob, and hate hls palaees.” Tnear wonderful
Pﬂfﬁcaa. thedr berutifgl beds, rnd thelr other finc thinga, God
hf"ﬁd' nbnorad. He had told nis poople tu look r.fter the voor and
tiflisted, and these banguetrre had not done it,--But wees they ony
Wioric than masses 1n the Church of christ tocday? How much telier
At we Lhan they? We have our fiaa hoaqes, fina furniture, and fine
gutemesilos, sponding twice as mush for our big c~r e we would have
Lo i1y for a emaller one which would answor sl purneces in n good
Wiy« nkny spend twlce ns muech, {(some, meny times ns mush) for grs
for loy.rlding as they epond {ov sunl-anving. Soma churches aey go -
{lown, others may apostatize, ani some which conld Be bulls with cub
nulp nre not bullt--buv whnt oarc wo? Wo aro noving ¢ good time.
Tre nfflioplon of Josuph does not vorry us. Wc nro not interusted,

But God isWinteruestad, fiud anvon, rud ho anya, "Woe unto them that
ALs At onso.in 2ion," )



PAGE THREE .
Do you wish to know why there is no more of an interest in the
misaign workers in thehﬁgw and weak fields? I belleve that Amos .
1s telling ug why.  We are living in an age of moral and cpiriigai
decay, anq&gge of luxurwry and selfishness, and much of the religion
which we Fnve is simply formal, When men and women are really oo¥-
verted, th., are trying to #o all they can for the Lord instegd o1
as little, In the state of Indiana alone the members of the Church
of .Chriet will represent millions of dollars in their business and
homes, and yet I have not been able to discover a slngle new church
™ which we established last year by our preachers and_churghea. The
DPIro8percus ones are neglecting the s1ry of afflicted doseph. If we
&rd not living at ease in zion, then I have missed the meaning of
God's Word., Other atates are doing about as-little. Brethren,
I believe meny.An tne Church of Christ wio think they &re 501n§ to
be aspled, hre going to be lost,: We must erouse ourselves before it
18 %ot late, . .

The sad part to this wnole matter i1B--the fate of these Ease-
in-Zion Chrietdans. Here 1s wnat God said about their types in the
« 0ld Testament, "Therefore now shall they go cantive with the first
that Eo.captive, and the banquet of them that stretched tnemse;vaa
8n&ll be removed. . , Therefore will I deliver up the cilty with all
that 18 therein," The ones who felt so secure would bLe the flrst to
be taken captlve, (and so it was); and their luxuries would be Leken
Bway. How sad we are when %e read of the captivities of both
Israel and Judan!l--And-just as sure as the word of God will the
- Easc-in-Zion ones in the Church coms to grief--posgibly in tnis
world, and for surc in the world to cowe, The rich pcople a6 a
whole who are in the Church are'todny rapidly losing thelr religion
and pgoing more and Dore into worldliness, The same is true of the
. 1arger and more influentlal churches. I know churches which have

- hupdrads of dollars in the bank and which are doing practicelly
notnlng to help wenk end new placea, The rich trethren pre seldom

_the ones whe nelp sprerd the gospel. Tho greatest spirituality and
devotion whieh I have found in the brotherhood cre among the poor
and the small ang poor churcnes, I have received much encourage-
Tinbs (much more than I expected), in these Mleaionnmy Leltcrs, but
1t nes come neariy altogcther from the very poor people and poor
and small churches. It meke:z one think of the Savior's day when
the poor fccepled the gospel. I belleve that these Enge-in-Zlon
Christians nnd churchnes are going to be the first to go into captiv-
1ty to Worldliness, where they may reallze, when too late, how frr
they have drifted from gog,

"Woe unto tham that are at ease in Zion . . . but they are not
grieved for the afflliction of Joseph."
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WHAT AN INDIANA PREACHER THINKS OF THE PLAN OF

THE "MACEDONIAN CALL",
Dear Bro:--

I Just received your communiocation, concerning the

Jaccdonian" call, for help In wenk places, as well as places whers
thers 18 no congregation nt £ll. I 1like your wny, to sny the least,
Indeed somothing must be done for the ocongregatliona in Indliana,
fnyway. FArat: I like the 1den of sending out men who are able to
Sintend for tho felth, instend of letting younger men get out and-
ind somawhere to hold » heeting, and not being experlsnded enough
to hold out agninst more éxperienced foes, The strong congrega-
tions rre nble to gupport them, and so meny. pot them on the back
to_gZet thelr work. I racently told one of these atrong (?) pirces
thet lhey wade me think of & very fat boy, who hnd much welght and
alrost no netlon., Of course they thought I was not very refired,
v+ » tnd they wished ¢ more pollshed ono after that., But I am one
wno will not seek Such plrces to be employed, whon I must cater to
- them for brerd, If men would hrve the nerve to tell thom Lhelir
uly, tney could hrve & man in the field all tne tims that a tent
oould be used, nnd then not nrke the srcorifice men cthera are making.
Not long aince, I was with'n strong (flnnncially{ congregrtion who
thought it should bho qulte rn aocommodation to avan get to labor
for (with) them, nand whila vary wealthy older would lay a dime on

tho teble, wheon he enslly could have 1laid a "ten apot", & town near
. - hv ransatediv sabad tham ta lad ma anma amd hald o maadtdnes in tawwm.
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but it slmply went over thei: 'nplderation. Soon a Christian (?)
Church man went into the towr. 14 ensily started a strong oongrege-
tion. Of oourse, the brethre °told them they were wrong in'.going
inte such an organizeotion, bu: wsere told that they had opportunity
to come, and were begged to dc 10; but would not. It would be quite
a task to get this before the ethren, but it should be done.
Indeed I have serious ocomprche) lons for these ocongregations who
have money in the bnnk, and y of 1t, when sc mnny rre goilng to
hell thnt might be eaved. , :
Go on with thias if you oan. § ,sre, and when I oan help tell me,

fopr I am sure it 1s needed. %l I (a8 you expeot) em not well
"healed" financielly, and oan §#§ 1ittle that wry, yet I oan

"L uP“ ny voloe ond make " oee godpel in "my weak wey cnd
minner." Again, I wre with a o srgetlon, and & town in_the
neighborhocd had some members of the—i.ixrch, nnd ssversl times anaked
them to send me to hold a meet e Wiren I was pleraring %o g0
‘anyway, they sent me away before d time to do s0. BSo mnm

brethrern are simphy afraid that ething will get storted which

ixk wlill cost them a penny. I one an gptting tired of B,
and while I am sure many congre ons nqed much strengkthening,
there are many who could have nll they need and then do enough to
eetadlish at lerst one ocongregation in a new plnce ench year, Of
ocourse, if we mention it to them, they send you away ms Bsoon ra

they oan, without sugpiolon, I am with you in stirring thia up

and thus plemsing the lLomd, and at the same time aggriveting the
devil., If the (aoft) sound wen who are looking for a good Bupport,
and will ocompromise to get it, would come to the front and "ary loud
cnd long" we oould do more. But self is in the way. " . -

THINGS TO CONSIDER .

The plan for atirring brethren on mission work through the "Mace-
edonlan Call" is to send it ocut about once in two montha with a oir-
oular letter. Businesa men use "follow up" letters, whiech is our
plan. An envelope with a stamp may cause people to conalder, We
must ‘8tir the pedple to auch work through tracts, thé Review, books--
anyway. There is no monop . (hoose your own way--but do 1it. .
I wigg I could print all gﬁ:ylettera dfyeonmendaﬁion have reoceived
of this plan, Who else will help us? No, | was sent to about 1600
pedple. Send me the names and addreases of all in your congregation
or elsewhere that might begome interested, If you endorse thig plan,
let us know; and if posaible, help us carry it through by regular
contributionss--~In No, 1, I mentioned the mission meeting in the
0ld dilapldated meeting house, where & niloce little churgh.ia now
firmly eatablished, we belleve, with the help of sister churches,
Aldc this summer I held a mlssion meeting in an old mill at Green-
wood, W, Va., where hundreds heard the Word who never heard it before,
There are many such places, and we must walk in at the open door----
Help those missjon workers that you are ‘acqualnted with and know '..
are worthys.---Any places wighing s church atarted in your community,
Write some misailon worker, or me, and we wlll see what can be dones--
I should be glad if preachers would write me of thelr woirk in new

y Tlelds, or weak placea,----Let mission workers send for FREE copies

» (a8 many as you can use) of Baock-to-Bible Helpars. a good tract. to
cireculate in your meetings,---.-The song-book "Psalme, Hymns #nd
Spiritual Songs" has 118 of the standard songse whioh have stirred

1lions: Send to me diract for as many: coples as you wish at (5
egnta each. It has good Invitation songa,----If misslon workers
will ‘send me names rtnd sddresses of all they think they might in-
terest in mission work, we will send FREE thia literature, and it
may help their support.---<"Your 'Mrcedonian Celv'is the finest I-
have seen. It carries the atest pull for-plssionary work, and
Af handled in accordance with your outline will most oertainl{ bring
pleasing results.""--"I willl romember this work in m{'prayer o the
throne of frnoo."-~--“1 endorse and will help support ‘all I can." -
----"I believe the plan 18 worth trying.----"Am sure much good oould
be agcomplished for the Loxd by the pinn."----"1 am pleaged with your
zenl, will help what I onn,"-«---"1 nm impressed with your ef. -~
forts to aprerd the gospel in-new fislds."----"Sure liké.it finme,
and think much good can be done by putting out litereture of this
Rind:" ..i_"I see no reamon:why such A plan would fril to bring about
desifed reaults, let's gol* ----Yas, brethren, LET'S GOI.

Send comAUNLoAtiSAE BTRGSt Lo Di A, Sommer, $18 Congresa Ave.,
Indlanapolia, Ind, . ’
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